




seems to be a culture among pastors, 
church leaders (not necessarily youth 
leaders), that you have to have gray 
hair, or something to that effect, 
before you can be an elder, or before 
they share the pulpit for you to speak. 

But we have to start letting young 
people be involved. Sure, it’s a risk—
we’re going to mess up, we’re going to 
make mistakes. But if young adults 
aren’t in that environment, they’re just 
going to leave the church. 

The other part, though, I think, is 
that God needs a generation that isn’t 
selfish and self-serving. One that steps 
above that and just says, “Well, fine, 
we’ll find a church within the Adven-
tist realm that does let us lead out and 
do things.” And I think that’s coming. I 
sense that young people in North 
America are excited. There are people 
in our church, and in churches around 
the U.S., that are excited about the 
Adventist message, and they want to be 
involved. So I think regardless of what 
leadership does or doesn’t do, I think 
young people are there ready to lead 
out and take ownership in the church.

— Justin McNeilus,  
United States

I’d say that it’s probably the fact that 
young people don’t feel as if they have a 
place to go away from the pressures in 
society. They feel alone in problems they 
are facing right now, and this has dragged 
them away from the church. The church 
should make the youth feel that they are 
a part of the church, problems and pres- 
sures—and all. The older generation 
and the younger generation—I feel like 
there is a gap between them. Maybe 
each of them also has their personal 
problems that they could overcome 
together, if they could help each other.

— Samia Henriette, 
Seychelles

The youth tend to leave the church, so 
keeping them is one of the problems 
we face. When I first moved to Singa-
pore, we had youth there, and now you 
don’t see them around at church. So we 
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have to do something that will keep 
them interested and involved.

— Rochael Shemali Perera, 
Singapore

The one thing that I’ve come to realize 
is that we’re at a point where it’s the 
chicken-and-egg scenario. The elders 
are saying to us, “Show us that you can 
do this,” and the young people are 
complaining that they’re not allowed 

to show them! And God has become, 
especially to the young people, com-
mon. Going to church has become 
popular. It’s one of those things that 
people just do—they just come to 
church on Sabbath, sit there, and lis-
ten to the preacher, and that’s it. 

That’s one of the biggest challenges, 
actually motivating young people to get 
up and say, “Let’s do this. We can do 
this. We’ve been given the platform.” In 

our country we’ve got the liberty to do 
almost anything, and yet we’re still sit-
ting down—we need motivation.

— Tshwanelo Bryan 
Sekwababe

What has impressed you the 
most about the GC Session?

I’m most impressed that they made 
space for a prayer room.

—Samia Henriette

The biggest 
impact the GC 

session had on 
me has just culminated! I just (June 2011) 
married a young man from Minnesota, 
United States, now living and working 
at Newbold College, England. We met at 
Newbold’s alumni reunion [dinner] during 
the session. We have been surprised to 
witness how God has unraveled the love 
story He designed for us during the past 
year. His ways are wonderful and often 
unexpected!

We truly feel that God meant us for 
each other, and won’t cease to marvel at 
His goodness and love for us! Of course, I 
have moved to England! 

Other lasting impressions from the 
session are my developed understanding 
and openness to cooperate with 
Adventists from around the world. A 
multicultural experience like the session 
increases tolerance and understanding 
of the factors that the cultural differences 
within the worldwide church present, and 
thus helps us to enjoy the blessings as 
well as tackle the challenges posed by 
diversity.

—Emilia Rouhe

One year later here’s what three of our young 
delegates took with them from the session.

I ’m doing well, by God’s grace. At present 
I am a teacher in the children’s Sabbath 

school (primary and kindergarten combined); 
I am also an associate leader of the AY, a 
prayer leader for a church prayer group 
called the Prayer Warriors, and a deaconess.

The GC session, fresh in my mind as it 
ever will remain, filled me with gratitude. 
There are many lasting impressions, 
but a few stand out in my mind. One is 
the incredible feeling of seeing so many 
Seventh-day Adventists from around the 
world gathered together for a common 
purpose. I felt so proud to be a member 
of God’s family, meeting friends of Jesus. 
Everyone, young and old alike, walking 
toward the conference center, was a joy 
to behold. 

Being a part of and participating in the 
church business session, witnessing the 
different opinions and arguments of the 
delegates during the business session (yet 
coming to one conclusion in unity with 
love), is something remarkable. 

It was also amazing to listen to all the 
songs and music. I doubt there’s music 
anywhere else in the world that can produce 
such a melodic sound, and solemn musical 
instruments—without drums—that helps 

you feel the Spirit so strongly. And I can’t 
forget the great speakers each morning 
and evening, the reports of all the divisions 
presented every night along with their 
respective delegates dressed in different 
cultural styles. 

Another lasting impression was the 
new president’s acceptance speech and his 
Sabbath sermon on revival and reformation, 
which our church really, truly needs. 

—Alice Danla

D uring this past year I’ve managed to 
raise a small, self-supporting ministry 

that focuses on aiding music evangelism. It 
has grown step by step to the point where 
we are adding new media evangelism, 
including Internet Bible studies, etc. I’ll 
credit my visit to the GC session for such 
projects, because while I was there I got 
to see the diverse ways that people are 
spreading the gospel and how determined 
and dedicated they are to them. 

My hope is that this same spirit will 
resonate in my fellow young people and 
get most of them to participate in such 
projects. Because of the music projects, I 
have been selected to oversee the music 
department in our conference, which 
covers more than 15 towns and many 
villages. My prayer is that we can start 
seeing more and more people excited 
about the Lord’s work and doing their best 
to use whatever talents and skills they 
have to propagate the gospel.

— Tshwanelo Bryan 
Sekwababe
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For me, it must be the spiritual music 
and songs, the choir, and the people 
who perform—and really sing! At my 
church I’ve heard people just mum-
bling. [Here] I really get a true, wor-
shipful spirit—100 percent—in me 
when I hear all the music.

— Thuy Tien le Tran, 
Vietnam

I love that I can go to the prayer room 
at almost any time. And, oh yes, one 
more thing, I’ve seen Mark Finley for 
so long [on satellite programs]—and I 
got to see him in person! I was really 
excited and moved by this. He is one 
of my favorite speakers.

The first thing that made me excited 
this morning was when they introduced 

It’s been really encouraging to hear 
how the church is doing in different 
parts of the world. There is so much 
growth. In Europe it feels like young 
people are leaving the church, and it’s 
kind of discouraging. I feel like I’m 
being left alone. But here you can see 
that it’s a big global church, and it’s 
going well.

—Emilia Rouhe

You all seem to feel that the 
church has good leadership. 
So this is a bit of a pointed 
question: What do you all think 
the church is doing right? What 
could it do better?

We have to be careful about how we 
prepare members to be Adventists, 

I commend the church on what they 
are doing by establishing the [Mara-
natha] program of the One-Day 
Church. This is a very big motivation 
for Christians—those Christians from 
rural areas used to worshipping in a 
grass hut, under a tree, something like 
that. When there’s a heavy rain it dis-
turbs everything. But with a One-Day 
Church, most of the members know 
that help is out there—like the church 
is really a family.

—Blessings Gonbwe

Reports from all over the world are so 
exciting. Sometimes you get wrapped 
up in your own local church and for-
get this is a global movement that God 
is leading. The church is moving in 
that right direction, to fulfill our mis-
sion, to tell the world that Jesus is 
coming again.

There’s not the sufficient level of 
trust needed to let young people 
expand, and I’ve sensed that from 
some of the other comments. The 
church needs to have a culture that 
says, “We trust young people. We let 
them make some mistakes, but we’ll 
let them preach, we’ll let them go out, 
we’ll let them start initiatives. We’ll 
bring them on to the Executive Com-
mittee at the GC. We’ll actually listen 
to their input and start putting that 
into our plan.” 

If you look at how our church was 
started, it was all young people. The 
Spirit of Prophecy says that the army 
of young people, rightly trained, can 
finish the work. So if you put all that 
enthusiasm into the young people, the 
work will be finished. In fact, I don’t 
think you can do it without the young 
people.

—Justin McNeilus

    The church should  
make the youth feel that  
they are a part of the  
church, problems and  
pressures—and all.

Kimberly Luste Maran 
is an assistant editor of 
Adventist World.

the new president. Most of the time we 
hear lots of people talking about big 
promises or something, but in his accep-
tance speech, Pastor Ted Wilson quoted 
many words from the Spirit of Prophecy, 
from Ellen G. White. We have this spiri-
tual man to help lead the church.

—Alice Danla

Pastor Tara VinCross preaching one of 
the devotionals. That was a very big 
pleasure for me, because previously I 
used to say, “I am not a boy, or I 
would have been a pastor.” They don’t 
usually allow us women to take part in 
leading the church, but we can lead 
too, just like anyone else.

—Blessings Gonbwe

and when we baptize them. New 
members are more than numbers—
they have to know who we are as a 
church and whom we stand for. 

Here’s what happened to me dur-
ing an outreach event at my church. 
We were dispensing medicine for those 
in need. At one point I was writing 
down a woman’s name, and there was 
a friend of mine just next to me. My 
friend very nicely asked the woman, 
“So how did you learn about Jesus?” 

The woman responded, “Who is 
Jesus?” She really did not know— 
and she had just been baptized! I can’t 
imagine a person who is baptized not 
knowing. But it was true.

—Alice Danla
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The world’s greatest need is con-
secrated effort for the salvation 
of souls. Christ desires by the 

fullness of His power so to strengthen 
His people that through them the 
whole world shall be encircled with an 
atmosphere of grace. When His people 
shall make a wholehearted surrender 
of themselves to God, walking before 
Him in humility and faith, He will 
carry out through them His eternal 
purpose, enabling them to work har-
moniously in giving to the world the 
truth as it is in Jesus. He will use all, 
men, women, and children, in making 
the light shine forth to the world, and 
calling out a people who will be true 
to His commandments. . . .  

True Happiness
Those who give their lives to 

Christian ministry know the meaning 
of true happiness. Their interests and 
their prayers reach far beyond self. 
They themselves are growing up as 
they try to reach others. They become 

familiar with the largest plans, the 
most stirring enterprises; and how can 
they but grow when they place them-
selves in the channel of light and 
blessing? They become more and 
more identified with Christ in all His 
plans. There is no opportunity for 
spiritual stagnation. Selfish ambition 
and self-seeking are rebuked by con-
stant contact with the absorbing inter-
ests which belong to high and holy 
aspirations.  

All who surrender themselves to 
God in unselfish service for humanity 
are in cooperation with the Lord of 
glory. This thought sweetens all toil, it 
braces the will, it nerves the spirit for 
whatever may befall. Working with 
unselfish heart, ennobled by being 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings, shar-
ing His sympathies, they help to swell 
the tide of His joy, and bring honor 
and praise to His exalted name.  

Practicing the Truth
Very much more might be done for 

Christ if all who have the light of truth 
would practice the truth. There are 
whole families who might be mission-
aries, engaged in personal labor, toiling 
for the Master with busy hands and 
active brains, devising new methods 
for the success of His work. There are 
earnest, prudent, warmhearted men 
and women who could do much for 
Christ if they would give themselves to 
God, drawing near to Him, and seek-
ing Him with the whole heart. . . .

Church members are to do evan-
gelistic work in the homes of their 

S P I R I T  O F  P R O P H E C Y

1. �How can we help encircle the world 
with an atmosphere of grace?

2. �How does Christian ministry lead to 
true happiness?

3. �What are some ways that families can 
serve as “home missionaries”?

neighbors who have not yet received 
full evidence of the truth for this time. 
The presentation of the truth in love 
and sympathy, from house to house, is 
in harmony with the instruction that 
Christ gave to His disciples when He 
sent them out on their first missionary 
tour. By songs of praise to God, by 
humble, heartfelt prayers, by a simple 
presentation of Bible truth in the fam-
ily circle, many will be reached. The 
divine workers will be present to send 
conviction to hearts. “I am with you 
alway” (Matt. 28:20, KJV) is His 
promise. With the assurance of the 
abiding presence of such a Helper, we 
may labor with hope and faith and 
courage. 

Reaching Out for Christ
Those who have long known the 

truth need to seek the Lord most ear-
nestly, that their hearts may be filled 
with a determination to work for 
their neighbors. My brethren and sis-
ters, give yourselves to the Lord for 
service. Allow no opportunity to pass 
unimproved. Visit those who live near 
you, and by sympathy and kindness 
try to reach their hearts. Visit the sick 
and suffering, and show a kindly 
interest in them. If possible, do some-
thing to make them more comfort-
able. Through this means you can 
reach their hearts, and speak a word 
for Christ. Eternity alone will reveal 
how far-reaching such a line of labor 
can be.  n

This article was first published in the 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 
November 21, 1907, under the title “A Call 
to Consecration.” Seventh-day Adventists 
believe that Ellen G. White (1827-1915) ex-
ercised the biblical gift of prophecy during 
more than 70 years of public ministry.
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F U N D A M E N T A L  B E L I E F S

The Bible employs a number of 
different ways of describing 
how God saves human beings. 

This article briefly revisits some of 
these important concepts from the 
perspective of Scripture.

Forgiveness and Salvation
Only one of the supplications in 

the Lord’s Prayer contains a condition. 
“For if you forgive others their tres-
passes, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you, but if you do not forgive 
others their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses” 
(Matt. 6:14, 15, ESV).1 

When confronted with these 
words, Nietzsche ironically exclaimed, 
“How unevangelical!” Does God really 
grant forgiveness only on conditions?

Yet in the parable of the unforgiv-
ing servant in Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus 
emphasizes exactly the same point, 
and we are left with the nagging ques-
tion Are we forgiven, or not? Are we 
saved, or not yet?

The tension is heartfelt, because 
the alternatives seem extreme. If we 
are saved once and for all, then human 
responsibility evaporates, lawlessness 

easily takes over, and salvation 
becomes a mechanical process. On the 
other hand, if it is not yet finished, we 
may lose our assurance of salvation 
and develop a legalistic attitude. 

Is there a middle road where we 
are not left with only uncomfortable 
extremes? I think there is. A proper 
understanding of the biblical usage 
of some of the key terms helps us 
understand.

However, we first need to remem-
ber that genuine forgiveness is part of 
a personal relationship, not simply an 
impersonal object. It is present only 
when Jesus is present, and it is only my 
experience when I am with Him.

When using theological terms, we 
all too often mechanize salvation. We 
may speak about forgiveness as if it is a 
kind of object, a little like New Age 
people who buy a stone of forgiveness 
and supposedly feel and experience it if 
they press the stone in the palm of their 
hand. But in employing purely abstract 
concepts, we may miss the very nature 
of forgiveness: we are forgiven only 
because someone, another person, for-
gives us. Forgiveness is always (and 
only) present in personal relationships. 

Justification and Sanctification
The tendency to turn central 

aspects of Christian life into purely 
abstract concepts is also common in 
regard to the expressions “justification” 
and “sanctification.” These terms are 
biblical, but in the course of history 
their meaning has at times changed. 
Thus, we may approach the biblical 
terms with the baggage of later defini-
tions and risk imposing our cultural 
concepts upon the biblical message.

The major misunderstandings 
regarding these terms stem first from 
the Latin words from which our Eng-
lish words derive. In Latin the words 
are compound words, connecting the 
adjectives iustus (“just,” or “righteous”) 
and sanctus (“holy”) with the verb facio 
(“to do, make”). In Western Christian-
ity the meaning easily became “making 
righteous/holy,” and with the emphasis 
on the inner man so typical for much 
Western thinking since Augustine, 
theologians often came to use the 
terms justification and sanctification as 
parts of a continuing process of salva-
tion, in which sanctification follows 
justification in a straight line.

But in the Bible these terms 
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describe aspects of our ongoing per-
sonal relationship with Jesus rather 
than a psychological-ethical process. 
Let me illustrate this by focusing on 
the term sanctification.

In light of later discussions and the 
way we often use the term today, the 
original meaning of the word for 
sanctification may be surprising. In 
the New Testament the verb sanctify 
(from the Greek hagiozo) exclusively 
takes persons as their object (as in 
John 17:17, 19; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 
13:12). In the Old Testament this is 
the dominant usage too (as in Joshua 
3:5; 1 Sam. 16:5; Joel 2:16). In the con-
text of the sanctuary service God 
sanctifies or asks people to sanctify 
cultic objects (as the altar in Exod. 
29:36, 37). There was, of course, also 
holy time, such as festival days and 
Sabbaths. The weekly Sabbath remains 
as sacred or sanctified time in the 
Christian Era as a memorial of Cre-
ation (Gen. 2:3). But the sanctuary 
system with its sacrifices and festivals 
is now replaced by the realities of the 
heavenly temple, built on the sacrifice 
of Jesus on Calvary. 

The main point is clear: God sancti-
fies people. This can be described as a 
past event. According to Scripture, the 
Holy Spirit has sanctified believers to 

In infinite love and mercy God made Christ, who knew 
no sin, to be sin for us, so that in Him we might be made the 
righteousness of God. Led by the Holy Spirit we sense our need, 
acknowledge our sinfulness, repent of our transgressions, and 
exercise faith in Jesus as Lord and Christ, as Substitute and 
Example. This faith which receives salvation comes through the 
divine power of the Word and is the gift of God’s grace. Through 
Christ we are justified, adopted as God’s sons and daughters, and 
delivered from the lordship of sin. Through the Spirit we are born 

Christ (1 Peter 1:2; cf. 1 Cor. 6:11). The 
meaning is akin to a marriage ceremony. 
In baptism the believer is sanctified to 
Jesus Christ, and this sanctification is 
then to be a daily, ongoing experience, 
just as a spouse is to be daily committed 
or dedicated to their partner.

This sanctification leads to a life of 
holiness. In 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 Paul 
provides a good illustration of this 
usage in the context of marriage rela-
tions. In these verses the Greek noun 
for sanctification, hagiasmos, occurs 
three out its total of 10 occurrences in 
the New Testament, marked in italics 
in the following translation of the text:

“For this is the will of God, your 
sanctification: that you abstain from 
sexual immorality; that each one of 
you know how to control his own 
body in holiness and honor, not in the 
passion of lust like the Gentiles who 
do not know God; that no one trans-
gress and wrong his brother in this 
matter, because the Lord is an avenger 
in all these things, as we told you 
beforehand and solemnly warned  
you. For God has not called us for 
impurity, but in holiness” (ESV).

Consequently, sanctification is a 
lifelong process—for our dedication to 
Jesus is never to end. It is part of our 
ongoing faith relationship with Jesus. 

As such, it is not a psychological pro-
cess that one day is finished. Even in 
eternity we are in this sense to be sanc-
tified to God in Jesus Christ. Indeed, to 
whom else should we be sanctified?

So in conclusion: Is there a middle 
road in describing salvation, where I 
am not left with only uncomfortable 
extremes? The answer is yes. That way 
is Jesus. Only in walking with Him is 
forgiveness a reality. In Him, salvation 
is experienced, and the promises of 
future restoration guaranteed. When I 
trust in Jesus, God in His mercy treats 
me as if I were Jesus, as if the future 
verdict on the day of judgment has 
already been pronounced. This is justi-
fication, daily revealed to me through 
the Word. As I respond in faith, the 
Holy Spirit sanctifies me to Jesus. ■

1 Scriptures quotations marked ESV are from The Holy Bible, 
English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, 
a division of Good News Publishers.  Used by permission.  All 
rights reserved.

 Paul Petersen, Ph.D., is 
chair of the Department 
of Religion and Biblical 
Languages, Andrews 
University.

again and sanctified; the Spirit renews our minds, writes God’s 
law of love in our hearts, and we are given the power to live a 
holy life. Abiding in Him we become partakers of the divine nature 
and have the assurance of salvation now and in the judgment. (2 
Cor. 5:17-21; John 3:16; Gal. 1:4; 4:4-7; Titus 3:3-7; John 16:8; Gal. 
3:13, 14; 1 Peter 2:21, 22; Rom. 10:17; Luke 17:5; Mark 9:23, 24; Eph. 
2:5-10; Rom. 3:21-26; Col. 1:13, 14; Rom. 8:14-17; Gal. 3:26; John 
3:3-8; 1 Peter 1:23; Rom. 12:2; Heb. 8:7-12; Eze. 36:25-27; 2 Peter 1:3, 
4; Rom. 8:1-4; 5:6-10.)
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H E R I T A G E

Pastor Virgilio Zaldívar Marrero was teaching in the 
theology program of Colegio Adventista de las Antil-
las, in Santa Clara, Cuba, when the victorious Com-

munist Party of Cuba confiscated the school campus and 
facilities in 1967.1 As official pressure on the church 
mounted, prison or going into exile seemed to be the only 
options available. Pastor Zaldívar, however, chose to stay on 
the island in order to train generations of ministers for the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Cuba. His students would 
take over the risky task of nurturing and supporting the 
growth of the church during its most difficult years, even 
when any contact with the world church was lost.

With All His mind
Virgilio Zaldívar Marrero was born in 1918 in Holguín, 

Cuba. Virgilio’s parents were honest people who from his 
very first years instilled Christian values in him and made 
every effort to provide him with the best education avail-
able in the region. Very soon Virgilio showed exceptional 
abilities in language, literature, and history.

His best abilities, however, would emerge after he chose 
to dedicate his life to God. Even his conversion would 
become a foretaste of his future success in studying and 
sharing God’s Word as a pastor.

Virgilio was just 14 when one day, walking by a Seventh-
day Adventist church, he overheard the sermon. He stopped 
to listen, and the words of the preacher made a deep 
impression in his young mind. The Bible truth he heard 
that day made such an impact in his life that he decided he 
wanted to give his heart to Jesus and be included in the bap-
tism planned for just a day later. Virgilio looked for the 
preacher, and insisted on being baptized as soon as possible.

As a way of an answer, the preacher gave this young 
man a task apparently impossible for a 14-year-old: “If you 
can learn all the doctrines of the church handbook by 
tomorrow, I will baptize you.”

The preacher thought he had solved the problem, until 
the following day, when Virgilio came with every question 
answered and knowing every doctrine with its Bible texts. 
He was baptized that same day in December 1932. From 
that moment onward he devoted his whole life to the Lord 
and to preaching His Word, sharing with others the blessed 
hope of His second coming. 

Virgilio decided to immediately start sharing what he had 
learned. He was just 15 when he began organizing evangelistic 
efforts in which hundreds made the decision to follow Christ.

His first formal job for the church was at the publishing 
agency, in 1940, where he worked with such a dedication and 
devotion that he was invited to enroll in the theological pro-
gram at the Colegio Adventista de las Antillas. With the expe-
rience of several years of self-taught studies, Virgilio began to 
teach other students even before his graduation in 1943. 

A Successful Pastor and Teacher
After graduation Virgilio Zaldívar would spend the fol-

lowing 20 years ministering, preaching, and organizing new 
churches and schools in various towns and cities of the 
island. At the same time, in 1947 he was asked to serve as 
the secretary-treasurer of the West Cuba Conference and 
president of the publishing agency. In 1955 he was ordained 
to the ministry and officially became Pastor Zaldívar.

From 1963 until his retirement in 1991 he devoted his 
full attention and energies to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Seminary at Antillean College in Cuba, where he served as 
both professor and dean. 

When Antillean College was confiscated by the Com-
munist government in 1967, the training of ministers was 
momentarily halted. Two years later Pastor Zaldívar opened 
a small center for training ministers in the children’s Sabbath 
school classrooms in the Santa Clara Adventist Church, just 
six miles (9.5 kilometers) from the closed down Antillean 
College. Later the fledgling seminary was moved to a better-
equipped place, which boasted three bedrooms (two for 
men, one for women) and one classroom, located on the first 
floor of the former headquarters of the Inter-American 

The

By Abner F. 
Hernández 
Fernández stay

Teaching in the face of Communism

Who Chose to
Teacher

24   Adventist World | September 2011



His years as a pastor and seminary professor were the 
source of numerous unnamed rewards, though some educa-
tional and ministerial leaders of the church also decided to 
honor Zaldívar’s longstanding contribution to the work of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Cuba. In 1988 Monte-
morelos University, an Adventist educational institution in 
Mexico, awarded him a doctorate honoris causa in Education.

Never Too Old
Pastor Zaldívar’s enthusiasm for sharing God’s message 

with others was never put out, not even in old age. After 
retirement his home in Santa Clara became a dynamic and 
fruitful evangelistic center. In fact, his home became the 
place several university professors and students attending 
the nearby Universidad Central, a public educational insti-
tution in Santa Clara, found the God of the Bible. The old 
pastor used to give them advice out of his vast experience 
and share with them new teachings from the Word of God. 
Some of the young people who accepted the Adventist 
message are now pastors in Cuba; among them is Luis A. 
Morales, himself a pastor and professor in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Theological Seminary on the island.

The last time I met Pastor Zaldívar, he was bedridden. 
We exchanged just a few words, but he gave me an encour-
aging message that helps me to persevere in my Christian 
walk. “The Lord is coming soon,” he said enthusiastically.

Pastor Zaldívar passed away on November 22, 2007, and 
now is waiting for the resurrection morning, when he will 
finally meet his Friend and Savior, Jesus Christ. Pastor 
Zaldívar was “a prince in Israel,” an example and a legacy for 
the younger generations of Seventh-day Adventists in Cuba. ■

1 Part of the information for this article has been taken from Virgilio Zaldívar’s own accounts, 
and from the Web site of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Santa Clara, Cuba (http://iasdsc.
netadvent.org). Additional sources include: Angel Aramís de Armas, “La obra educativa en Cuba, 
su historia y el nuevo establecimiento” (M.Ed. thesis, Montemorelos University, Montemorelos, 
Nuevo Lein, México, 1993), pp. 52, 53; and personal written and oral communications with various 
current leaders and retired workers of the SDA Church in Cuba.

Abner F. Hernández Fernández is a Ph.D. stu-
dent in church history at Andrews University 
in Berrien Springs, Michigan. He has served 
as a pastor and theology teacher in Cuba and 

Mexico. He is married to Keila Díaz, and they have two wonder-
ful sons, Jasiel, 13, and Josías, 11. 

Division and the Antillean Union. This ongoing training of 
ministers was an open challenge to Cuban authorities by the 
church leaders in Cuba and Pastor Zaldívar.

Class contents were prepared by Zaldívar himself, who 
wrote hundreds of pages to be used in his classes. Before the 
Cuban revolution, he had purchased some books that he still 
kept, including books by Ellen G. White and Daniel and the 
Revelation, by Uriah Smith. In addition, thanks to the efforts 
of some teachers and students, it was possible to recover a 
series of books, old texts, and syllabi that had been used in 
the School of Theology of the Antillean College. Even 
though the books were not many, for 35 years they served as 
the only library the ministerial students were able to access.

Pastor Zaldívar’s students attest of his unswerving 
Christ-centered approach to teaching and of his passion for 
Christological topics, to such extent that, when he taught 
from the Bible, often tears began to fall from his eyes as he 
reflected on Jesus’ love and grace for the lost humanity. 
Another aspect that had a deep impact and a lasting impres-
sion on his students was his strong and consistent life of 
prayer. And finally, his habit of staying in his office after 
worship every evening, to study and read until about 10:00.

Top to bottom: INSPIRING: Pastor Virgilio Zaldívar  
(second row, far right) with Cuban Union leaders and  
graduates from the Cuba Adventist Seminary [year 
unknown]. A LIFE OF SERVICE: Left to right: Francisco 
Hernández (dean of the Cuban Seventh-day Adventist 
Theological Seminary), Clara María del Castillo Pineda 
(Zaldívar’s wife), Pastor Zaldívar (at age 90), and author 
Abner Hernández (then academic dean at the Cuban 
Seminary).

Teaching in the face of Communism
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B I B L E  Q U E S T I O N S

Q U E S T I O N : Why did God harden  
Pharaoh’s heart?

Most people find it difficult to understand why 
God would harden the heart of Pharaoh. The 
statement suggests that individual freedom is at 

least temporarily suspended and that God is described as 
controlling human decisions and actions. This obviously 
raises the question of human responsibility. If God hard-
ened Pharaoh’s heart, was 
the king responsible for his 
actions?

1. Clarifying the Mean-
ing: In some languages, par-
ticularly in English, when 
we use the phrase “to harden 
the heart” to describe the 
attitude of an individual, we 
usually refer to the emo-
tional side of the person. In 
such cases we intend to say 
that the person is insensitive, 
even cruel, toward others. 
The Hebrew phrase trans-
lated “to harden the heart” 
emphasizes not the emo-
tional side but rather the rational and volitional aspects of 
human nature. “Heart” in the Bible is seen primarily as the 
center for rational thinking and decision-making. There-
fore, “to harden the heart” means that the person isn’t 
properly using his or her rational capacities. In other 
words, even when confronted with clear evidence or facts, 
they choose to remain unmoved. We usually describe that 
person as being obstinate. When the Bible says that Pha-
raoh hardened his heart, it simply means that he was obsti-
nate; that is to say, he defiantly adhered to his position in 
spite of reasons and arguments to the contrary. He was 
functioning irrationally.

2. Use of the Phrase: The phrase “to harden the heart” is 
used in the Exodus story approximately 20 times, half when 
God is the agent (God hardened the heart of Pharaoh) and 
10 times when Pharaoh is the explicit or implicit agent (he 
hardened his own heart). In order to understand the use of 
the phrase we should remember that the purpose of the 
plagues was to demonstrate to Pharaoh that the Lord is God. 
The conflict is between the Lord, Pharaoh, and the gods of 
Egypt. It is initiated when Pharaoh says: “Who is the Lord, 
that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know 
the Lord, nor will I let Israel go” (Ex. 5:2). Consequently, 

God decides to perform miraculous signs through which the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh “shall know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 
7:5, 17; see Ex. 8:10). This overwhelming evidence is rejected 
by Pharaoh—“he hardened his heart.” His obstinacy consists 
in denying that Yahweh is the Lord, and this attitude is mani-
fested in not allowing Israel to leave Egypt.

3. Role of God: When God speaks to Moses, He reveals 
His plan: “I will harden Pharaoh’s heart” (Ex. 7:3; see Ex. 
4:21). The sequence of events in the narrative explains what 
He means. First, the narrative of the plagues clearly states 

that Pharaoh hardened his 
heart (Ex. 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 
32; 9:7, 34, 35; 13:15). This 
self-hardening—Pharaoh’s 
obstinacy—makes him 
accountable for his actions.

Second, the hardening 
increases in intensity to the 
point that not only Pharaoh 
but also his officials harden 
their hearts in opposition to 
the Lord (Ex. 9:34, 35). The 
fact that Pharaoh’s magi-
cians were able to duplicate 
some of the miracles initially 
contributed to this obstinacy 
(Ex. 7:12, 13, 21, 22; 8:7).

Third, only after the fifth plague does the text credit the 
hardening of Pharaoh and his officers to the Lord. In other 
words, during the first five plagues Pharaoh hardened his 
heart, and during the last five the hardening is credited to 
the Lord (Ex. 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; also 14:4, 8, 17) and 
occasionally to Pharaoh (13:15).

This obviously means that at first the Lord attempted to 
persuade Pharaoh, to move him to recognize God’s self-
revelation. But his constant refusal resulted in dual causal-
ity—Pharaoh’s hardening was now confirmed by God 
hardening the king’s heart. The divine action was a reaction 
to Pharaoh’s previous unwillingness to be persuaded. From 
this point on, Pharaoh was unable to resist his own obsti-
nacy. He was irreversibly trapped within his own schemes. 
God, however, accomplished His ultimate purpose. Some 
of the nations of Canaan feared God when they heard what 
God had done in Egypt (e.g., Joshua 2:8-11).

We should pray for a new heart, a heart of flesh  
(Eze. 36:26). n

Angel Manuel Rodríguez recently retired as director of the  
Biblical Research Institute of the General Conference.

    By 
Angel Manuel 
Rodríguez

Choice
Coercıon?or
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B I B L E  S T U D Y

The prayer life of Jesus reveals His deep, close relationship with His heavenly Father. 
Jesus’ source of strength, courage, and faith flowed from these times alone in prayer. His 
prayer life is an example for each of us. It calls us from the busyness of our lives to quiet 
communion with God. The four Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—reveal vital 
lessons for each one of us regarding Jesus’ relationship with His Father.

1. Where did Jesus find the source of His spiritual power? What was Jesus’ regular 
practice? What was of vital importance to Jesus?
“Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary 
place; and there He prayed” (Mark 1:35).
“So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness and prayed” (Luke 5:16).
“And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, 
‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’” (Luke 9:18).

What do these Bible texts tell us about Jesus’ prayer life? Pick out four words or phrases that characterized 

Jesus’ prayer life.

1.                   

2.                       

3.                       

4.                       

2. What specific answer to prayer did Jesus experience on the Mount of Transfiguration?
“Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 
themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as 
white as the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him” (Matt. 17:1-3).
“And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of 
His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:30, 31).

               

Jesus was strengthened in prayer on the Mount of Transfiguration to face the trials ahead. 
Moses and Elijah appeared to give Him encouragement. Moses, who was resurrected from 
the dead, and Elijah, who was translated without seeing death, encouraged Jesus that His 
death on the cross would not be in vain, but would accomplish salvation for all who believe.

3. What does Hebrews 5:7 tell us about Jesus’ prayer life?
“Who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and 
tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear” (Heb. 5:7).

               

By Mark A. Finley

The
Prayer Life

Jesusof
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Throughout the Gospels, and in this passage in Hebrews, we observe that Jesus often 
prayed out loud. This is new to some people. Ellen White made a fascinating comment in 
the book Our High Calling: “Learn to pray aloud where only God can hear you” (p. 130). 
Praying out loud focuses the mind and keeps it from wandering.

4. What counsel did Jesus give His followers regarding the priority of prayer?
“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1).

That men ought to 				     	  and not lose 				      .

This verse introduces the parable of the persistent widow, in which Jesus reveals the 
importance of perseverance in prayer. Although God is not like the judge who threatens to 
turn the woman away, the story does reveal God’s love for the powerless and defenseless 
who regularly call out to Him.

5. How did Jesus assure Peter about future events in his life?
“And the Lord said, ‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I 
have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to me, strengthen your 
brethren” (Luke 22:31, 32).

Jesus told Peter, “I have 								              for you.”

This must have been incredibly good news for Peter. Jesus was praying for him. It is also 
good news for us.

6. What assurance does Jesus give each one of us? Use the lines below to describe 
what this means to you personally.
“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours” 
(John 17:9) “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word” 
(verse 20).

												               

Jesus not only prayed for His disciples; He is praying for you and me before the throne of 
God. This ought to give us great assurance and confidence.

7. Why is united intercessory prayer so powerful? What promise did Jesus give to 
those who seek Him in prayer in small prayer groups, when two or three gather together? 
Identify what you consider the two most important statements in this passage.
“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done for 
them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in 
the midst of them” (Matt. 18:19, 20).

1. 												               

2. 												               

Jesus’ prayer life revealed His intimate relationship with His heavenly Father. Just as He 
was strengthened through prayer, we are strengthened through prayer. Just as His 

prayer life brought Him hope and courage, so our prayer life lifts us from the 
things of time and places us within the realm of His eternal realities. In 

prayer we enter into His presence and receive new strength for our 
Christian journey.
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weddingS

Brown—Keegan. Neil Brown, 
son of Richard Brown 
(Brisbane, Qld) and Michelle 
Pascoe (Bonnells Bay, NSW), 

and Alana Keegan, daughter of Graeme and 
Wendy Keegan (Forrestfield, Perth, WA), were 
married 18.3.11 at The Sheraton Chapel, 
Denarau Island, Fiji.

Wilf Pascoe

Ellis—Mondy. Jarred James Ellis, son of Kerry 
and Michael Ellis, and Kate Elizabeth Mondy, 
daughter of Beverly and John Mondy, were mar-
ried 12.6.11 at Wisemans Ferry, NSW. They plan 
to set up their home on the Central Coast where 
Kate will continue to work for Compassion in 
Newcastle and Jarred will continue his business 
in Gosford. We wish them God’s blessing.

Frank Cantrill

Feo—Penese. Clifford Cavangh 
Feo, son of Penisula and Safina 
Feo (Brisbane, Qld), and Krystal 
Salote Penese, daughter of 

Rocky and Lagifaatafa Penese (North Mel-
bourne, Vic), were married 24.11.10 at 
Kooindah Waters Golf Club, Wyong, NSW.

Wilf Pascoe

Mullan—Cockburn. Paul 
Mullan, son of Dave and Bev 
Mullan (Paihia, NZ), and Robyn 
Cockburn, daughter of Margaret 

and the late Adrian Cockburn (Macksville, 
NSW), were married 27.3.11 in the beautiful 
grounds of Le Chateau, Dural, NSW. They 
celebrated with friends from both Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Grenville Kent

Siulai—Wotherspoon. Taylor Vaefaga Ioane 
Siulai, son of Fue Fue Siulai (Newcastle, NSW), 
and Melanie June Wotherspoon, daughter of 
Wayne Thomas Wotherspoon and Katherine 
Ann Moher (Waratah, Newcastle), were mar-
ried 20.2.11 at Hamilton church.

Wilf Pascoe, Robert Collins

Young—Glover. Andrew Charles Young, son 
of David and Anne Young (Ballarat, Vic), and 
Katie June Glover, daughter of Wayne and June 
Glover (Melbourne), were married 13.3.11 in 
Wandin Uniting Church, Victoria.

David Pearce

obituarieS

Afa, Fuatavai Kelilota (aka Kelly), 
born 28.8.1938 at Vailoa Saoluafata, 
Samoa; died 20.6.11 in Sydney, 
NSW. She is survived by her beloved 

husband, Leota Senituri Afa; her four daughters 
and their families, Benita and Tagaloa Enoka 
Puni (Auckland, NZ), Debra and Robert Rinsma, 
Serina Afa, Bedrina and Bruce Rayne; her 
grandchildren, Kelly Maltezos and Natasha 
Lambert (all of Sydney, NSW), Eti and Eline 
Puni (Auckland, NZ). She loved her Lord and 

faithfully served Him until He laid her to rest. 
She is sadly missed by her family, friends and 
her Mt Druitt Samoan church family. She rests 
with the assurance of hope when her Saviour 
calls her on that great morning.

Asofitu Leatuavao

Barnett, Beverley Merle, born 4.10.1922 in 
Cooranbong, NSW; died 26.11.10 in Gold 
Coast Palliative Care Hospital. On 1.6.1943, she 
married Ray Barnett at Red Hill church. She 
is survived by Peter and Carolyn Barnett and 
Deborah and Austin Pearce; and grandchil-
dren, Alina and Letitia. The funeral was held 
at Mudgeeraba Cemetery on 1.12.10. She rests 
with Jesus.

Geoff Donovan

Garrard, Denbeigh Edward Cordell, born 
17.8.1940 in Ashfield, NSW; died 28.4.2011 in 
the Lady Davidson Private Hospital, Turramurra, 
NSW. He is survived by his wife, Beverley, and 
their daughters and spouses, Leonie and Paul 
Jack (Hornsby Heights), and Helen and Phillip 
Lindsay (Cooranbong), and their grandchildren, 
Kalina, Briana, Jessica, Mitchell and Benjamin. 
Denbeigh graduated from Medicine at Sydney 
University in 1963 and subsequently served with 
distinction in regional medical leadership posi-
tions across Sydney. He was honoured with a 
medal for his outstanding assistance at the time 
of the Granville rail disaster. Denbeigh was com-
mitted to his God and to the Castle Hill church 
in which he served for many years. His integrity, 
humour, empathy and loyalty will be missed by 
his loving family and his many friends.

Peter Jack, Allan Lindsay

Greenwell, Lily Myrtle, born 26.9.1921 in 
Sydney, NSW; died 19.1.11 in Sydney. On 
4.1.1941, she married Robert in Newcastle. 
She was baptised in 1954 in Tamworth, after 
Bible studies with Pastor John Trin. She was 
predeceased by her husband in 1942, a RAAF 
pilot killed in France. She is survived by her son 
and his family, Eric and Deneese (Alstonville); 
four grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren. 
Lily was a devoted mother, grandmother; and 
great-grandmother and had a deep love for 
Jesus and looked forward to His return. She is 
deeply missed by her family.

Laurie McMurtry

James, Cameron Earl, born 
14.7.1970, in Matamata, NZ; died 
20.6.11 in Auckland. He is survived 
by his parents, Lorraine (Auckland) 

and Gil (Tauranga); brother and sister-in-law, 
Dale and Irene; niece, Olivia; step-mum 
Barbara and best mate Lance Morgan. 
Cameron lived the past seven years with a 
brain tumour. He regularly affirmed his 
complete trust in God and inspired others to do 
the same. Cameron served as the Nth NZ 
Adventist Book Centre manager for much of 
the past 10 years during which time he brought 
many innovations including the introduction of 
his beloved Gaither DVDs. “Now More Than 
Ever Cherish the Cross” became his theme 
song. Cameron lived with purpose. He loved 
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people, his ministry and his God. 
Eddie Tupai, Leanne Davies

Judge, Kathleen, born 16.2.1914 
at Milton Lodge, Surrey, Eng-
land; died 10.9.10 at Avondale 
Retirement Village, NSW. She 
is survived by Dicken and Mer-
lene Judge (Cooranbong); five 
grandchildren and their spouses; 
and three great-grandchildren. 
Kate was passionate in working 
for children of the Church. Her 
specialty was assisting in the 
children’s Sabbath School and 
Pathfinder activities, including 
camping and bush walking until 
well into her 70s. She rests in the 
Lord and awaits His return.

Wilf Pascoe

Luczycki, Helen, born 
20.11.1924 near 
Warsaw, Poland; died 
10.12.10 in Sydney, 

NSW after many years of ill 
health. Helen was the eldest 
daughter of Julian and Aurelia 
Koniak. In her early married life 
she lived in Krakow with her 
husband and four children. The 
Luczycki family moved to 
Australia in 1964, and they 
settled in Wallsend, where Helen 
lived until early 2010. Helen was 

an active member of the Polish 
church in Wallsend. She was 
predeceased by her husband, 
Jerzy, (George). She is survived 
by her children, Anna, Elizabeth, 
Joe and John and their families. 
At the cemetery in Cooranbong, 
Pastor Jan Jankiewicz underlined 
that Helen is now resting in 
peace until the Great Morning 
when all of God’s children will 
be resurrected to eternal life 
without suffering and pain. 
Helen was a woman with a very 
strong personality but in 
sickness, with humbleness, she 
surrendered her life to Jesus 
Christ.

Jan Jankiewicz

Mackee, Lillian May (nee Hart-
well), born 22.11.1918 in Ingham, 
Qld; died 24.3.11. On 6.12.1941, 
she married Angus Mackee at 
Townsville. She was baptised 
in 1947 by Pastor Engelbrecht. 
Lillian and Angus farmed near 
Ayr and Ingham. After Angus 
died in 2005, Lillian moved to 
Cooranbong to be near her 
second son, Allan. A heart at-
tack in 2009 led to her leaving 
her home to live in the Kressville 
Lodge. Lillian loved working in 
the outdoors. The Lord will find 

her in the Martinsville Pioneer 
Cemetery. Mourning her death 
are her sons, Lex (Ingham) and 
Allan (Cooranbong) and their 
spouses; David’s widow, Patricia 
(Ingham); eight grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; and 
many friends.

Bert and Merle Cozens

Rixon, Leslie (Les) Herbert, born 
14.8.1919 at Wee Waa, NSW; 
died 17.6.11 at Sandgate. On 
28.12.1940, he married Kathleen 
Edith Elizabeth (Peg) Mason, 
at St Marks Church, Islington. 
He is survived by his wife; his 
four children, John and Hazel 
(Conder, ACT), Warren and Ella 
(Alberton, Qld), Lynda and 
Stefan Weber (Alberton, Qld) 
and Cynthia (Shortland, NSW); 
nine grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren. Les had a 
distinguished career as a RAAF 
pilot flying with RAF squadrons 
in the British Bomber Command, 
within the European Theatre. 
In the mid-1970s Les, Peg and 
all their children and spouses 
were baptised into the Maitland 
church. Les will be greatly missed 
by all. He sleeps, waiting the call 
of his Lifegiver.

Owen D’Costa

Savige, Shirley, born 5.10.1938 
in Lambton, NSW: died 29.10.10 
at Toronto Private Hospital. On 
1.10.1958, she married George at 
Avondale Memorial church. She 
is survived by her husband; her 
children and their families, Karen 
and Graham Southwell (Newcas-
tle), Mark and Susan (Quakers 
Hill) and Glen (Cooranbong); her 
grandchildren, Alecia, Rachelle, 
Emily and Ryan; and her great-
grandchildren, Samara, Nevaeh 
and Jayden. Shirley displayed 
great courage in a long battle 
with cancer. She rests in the Lord 
and awaits His soon return.

Max Hatton, Wilf Pascoe

Sheen, Ada Mary (nee Newman), 
born 26.5.1920 in Condobelin, 
NSW; died 3.11.10 at Avondale 
Retirement Village. On 16.10.1942, 
she married Angus Frederick 
Sheen, who predeceased her 
on 6.12.1996. She is survived by 
Robyn Richardson (Rathmines) 
and Doctor Warren Sheen (Meri-
wah). She is remembered for her 
exceptional cooking ability and 
being a committed Ma, to her 
seven grandchildren and 10 great-
grandchildren. Loved by all, she 
awaits the coming of Christ.

Wilf Pascoe

Chaplaincy Position
Applications are invited for the Senior School Chaplaincy 
position at Macquarie College commencing January 2012. 
 
This position is one of the most important positions within 
the College. The Chaplain would be responsible for the 
College pastoral welfare program, specifically, engaging 
adolescents and leading them to and nurturing their 
relationship with Christ. 
 
A passion for and proven record of public speaking, group 
studies, visitation and rapport with adolescents are essential.
 
Previous experience within a school environment is desirable. 
 
A Position Description is available:  
www@macquariecollege.nsw.edu.au
Contact Person:  Principal 02 49546222.
 
Applications Close:  Wednesday 21 September 2011.   

MACQUARIE COLLEGE

Further information: phone 02 9847 2296 
<leedunstan@adventistmedia.org.au>

To order direct: phone 1800 035 542 
<subscriptions@signsofthetimes.org.au>
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Signs Ministry has another goodwill  
brochure for sharing. “Money Meltdown” looks at the 
current financial crisis from a biblical perspective, 
based on Revelation 18. 
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Spiby, John, born 8.11.1934 at 
Wahroonga, NSW; died 31.5.11 
at Belfield. He was predeceased 
by Olive. He is survived by his 
sons, John Jr (Sydney) and David 
(Sunshine Coast, Qld). After a 
long illness, John passed away to 
peaceful rest awaiting his Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. He was 
a devoted member of the old 
Lakemba and Ashfield churches.
Cheonneth Strickland, Andre Vieira

Tasker, Raymond Richard, born 
24.5.1921 at Lismore, NSW; died 
30.3.11 in Wyong. On 22.11.1939 
he married June at Pappin-
barra. He was predeceased by 
Ronald. He is survived by his 
wife; Lorelle (Iluka), Sharon and 
Des Gillis (Cooranbong); Lorelle 
and Colin Graham (Inverell); 
Janette and Les Gale (Oxenford, 
Qld); 15 grandchildren; and 34 
great-grandchildren. Ray was a 
quiet man who loved his Lord 
and family supremely. He will 
be greatly missed by all who 
loved and knew him. He has 
the assurance that one day very 
soon he will hear the voice of his 
Master on that great resurrection 
morning.

Horrie Watts, John Lang

Wawrzuta, Wladyslaw 
(Wally), born 
25.11.1939 at Kozy 
(Poland); died 4.11.10 

at Wallsend, NSW. He is survived 
by his wife, Yolanta; children, 
Grazyna (Poland), Corinna, Anna, 
Amanda and Darek (all of 
Wallsend); and four grandchil-
dren, Kate, Keira, David and 
Veronika. He immigrated to 
Australia in May 1966. Wally was 
known as a nice and pleasant 
man, an experienced and highly 
talented tiler and builder. In his 
profession he was a master, 
instructor and teacher. Wally was 
a member of the Newcastle 
Polish church, and was loved by 
all who knew him. Family was 
first in his life, but he also loved 

his work, and in free time, his 
bees. He was laid to rest in the 
Avondale cemetery on 9.11.10. 
Wally was a wonderful friend to 
many and now awaits the 
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Jan Jankiewicz

Wright, Christina (Chris), born 
23.7.1914 at Kyogle, NSW; died 
10.5.11 at Caroona Marima nursing 
home, Goonellabah. Chris was 
baptised by Pastor C.J.Reynolds in 
the river at South Lismore at age 
17. She remained a faithful Christian 
all of her life, contributing greatly to 
her church family at Lismore. She 
married Albert Reynold Wright on 
22.12.1943, who predeceased her 
on 4.12.1996 at the age of 89 years. 
Chris lived for her family and it is 
because of her unconditional love 
and unselfish nature that she will be 
sadly missed by those close to her.
Chris is survived by her sister, Jean, 
and her sons, Geoffrey, Barry and 
Ian, and their families. She awaits 
the call of the Lifegiver. 

Beth McMurtry

advertiSementS

North-west region Victoria 
Bush Camp 2011. October 
28—November 1, Wentworth, 
NSW. Guest speaker: Pastor 
Leslie Ncube (recent youth 
director, South Botswana 
Conference). Powered sites 
and full catering available. 
Applications close October 14. 
Contact Rhonda: (03) 5021 3633 
<northwestbushcamp@gmail.
com>.

Data projectors, screens, 
DVDs, PA systems etc. Lower 
prices for Adventist churches, 
schools etc. Australia only. 
Contact Trish, (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 
3ABN. Complete satellite kit 
$265 + freight; prime signal areas 

in Australia only. Instructions 
for DIY installation. Installers 
available. Phone (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Is your Bible falling apart? Have 
it repaired by a professional 
bookbinder—any books, no matter 
what the condition, big or small. 
Visit <www.bookbinding.com.au> 
or call Milton on 0438 876 467.

For Sale: 29ac with 3 b/rm house 
+office, renovated. Solar hot 
water, 1kW solar grid system, 
40,000L tank water, 9x6 + 13x9 
sheds, three dams, fruit trees, 
vegie gardens. Gympie, Qld. 
$435,000. (07) 4819 9339.

Law firm in Sydney. JYP Legal 
is a law firm run by Adventist 
church member, Jane Park. Areas 
of law include property, wills and 
estates and family law. Please 
call (02) 9267 7171 or email 
<jane@successfulways.com.au>.

Medical practitioners needed 
for the Logan Adventist Health 
Association Health Centre. Full-
time and part-time practitioners 
needed. Contact 0428 486 455.

The Apocalypse. John’s Apoca-
lypse was 100 per cent prophecy. 
Now it is 90 per cent history—ac-
curately fulfilled in detail and 
on time. Last-day events are 
upon us. God’s people will face 
increasing issues as upheavals 
in the natural, financial, po-
litical, social and religious world 
increase. Be informed, be warned, 
be prepared. Go to <www.waita-
rachurch.org.au>. Understanding 
Revelation.
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Available at your local Adventist Book Centre
www.adventistbookcentre.com.au

A collection of editorials, 
essays and stories to 
encourage your faith, 
challenge your life, grow 
your church and change 
your world. Great for 
devotional reading and 
discussion starters. 

“Something ‘better’ is what 
I Hope is all about. . . . 
The book is not so much a 
mirror, exposing us to the 
blemishes in our collective 
psyche, as a flashlight 
leading us to a brighter 
future where serious issues 
are dealt with thoughtfully 
and with respect for those 
with differing views.”
—Adventist Review,  
 August 18, 2011
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