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Wahroonga, New South Wales

S ince the commencement of the South 
Pacific Division’s (SPD) “Adopt-A-
Clinic” initiative in 2007, work has 
been completed on seven clinics. 

All clinics in Vanuatu and the Solomon 
Islands have also received much-needed 
equipment, such as medical instruments, 
linen, mattresses and beds. 

According to Dr Chester Kuma, asso-
ciate director of Adventist Health Min-
istries for the SPD, clinics in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) will be receiving the same 
help in the coming weeks. He says, “So 
far, seven clinics have also received a boat 
and outboard motor, which is already hav-

ing a significant impact on the delivery of 
health services to those living in isolated 
communities.”

The Kapi clinic in PNG, Aore clinic in 
Vanuatu and Kukudu, Biluro, Kwailebesi, 
Sulopo and Sango clinics in the Solomon 
Islands have been completed. Work is 
currently underway on two clinics—one 
in Port Resolution, Vanuatu, and Dovele, 
Solomon Islands—with further work to 
commence in a number of other locations 
in coming months.

There are still a further 34 clinics where 
work is yet to commence, 21 located in PNG.

(Continued on page 3)

Kwailabesi clinic in Vanuatu, before (inset) and after (large photo) 
renovations conducted as part of the “Adopt-A-Clinic” program.
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Fire temporarily closes nursing faculty

(Continued from page 1)

“Adopt-A-Clinic” grew from an idea 
from the Hillview Adventist church, lo-
cated on the central coast of New South 
Wales, involving work at Kukudu in the 
western Solomons. The SPD’s Adventist 
Health Ministries also noted a need for im-
provements to be made to almost all of the 
54 clinics in the division, ultimately leading 
to the launch of the program. “What the 
clinics had in common was the poor state 
of the buildings and lack of basic equip-
ment,” notes Dr Kuma. 

Requests were sent out to local churches 
in Australia and New Zealand to adopt a 
clinic of their choice, with the goal of the 
churches contributing toward improv-
ing and maintaining clinic facilities. Dr 
Kuma says, “Each clinic not only provides 
health and welfare services but also acts as 
a Christian witness, enabling patients to 
know Jesus and experience true healing.” 

Dr Kuma believes the work conducted 
by the clinics is a “powerful and positive” 
way in which a growing awareness of the 
Adventist Church is being developed. 

Representatives from the governments in 
PNG, Vanuatu and the Solomon Islands 
have also expressed their appreciation for 
the “Adopt-A-Clinic” initiative.

Dr Kuma says, “Rural health clinics in 
the South Pacific played a significant role 
in the spread of the gospel in the early days 
of our church. Through these humble es-
tablishments, the light of truth penetrated 
heathenism and helped in the advance-
ment of the gospel in many previously-
unentered areas.

“Our 54 clinics and one hospital in the 
South Pacific continue to perform this 
important work, providing essential basic 
health services to thousands of people every 
year. Great and wonderful things are hap-
pening and lives are being changed as a 
direct result of the support, prayers and 
commitment of church members around 
this division. We would like to thank all 
for taking part—local churches, families 
and individual members throughout Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Please know your 
partnership in this work is greatly appreci-
ated and we hope you continue to support 
this cause.”—RECORD staff/Chester Kuma

Vanuatu sees 
progress for clinics
Port Vila, Vanuatu

Joses Seth, director of Adventist Health 
Ministries for the Vanuatu Mission, 
has reported senior officials in the Van-
uatu government’s ministry of health 

have expressed a desire to see the upgrade 
of the clinic run by the church in Aore to 
become a community health centre. Pre-
liminary discussions are already underway 
and will likely result in a viability study 
being conducted into the idea.

The Adventist Church operates six clin-
ics in Vanuatu in conjunction with the 
Vanuatu government. They are located at 
Aore, Middle Bush on Santo, Port Quimi 
on Eni, Vandue on North Ambae, Mid-
dle Bush and Port Resolution on Tanna. 
These have recently been upgraded as part 
of the “Adopt-A-Clinic” program being 
conducted by the South Pacific Division.

A container of medical supplies sent by 
the Sydney Adventist Hospital has recently 
been distributed to the clinics, according 
to Pastor Damien Rice, general secretary 
of the mission. 

The shipment included hospital beds, 
medical supplies, wheelchairs, walking 
frames, medical clothing and bedding. 

Rennie Ngwele, associate director of Ad-
ventist Health Ministries for the mission, 
recently met with the nurse in charge of 
the Port Quimi and says, “She is so happy 
and excited after all her prayers have been 
answered with the delivery of the equip-
ment.”—RECORD staff/Damien Rice

Tim Cahill with one of the Socceroo’s younger 
fans at the Sydney farewell for the team.
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Seven clinics complete 
under “Adopt-a-Clinic”

Wahroonga, New South Wales

An electrical fire at Sydney Adventist 
Hospital closed Avondale College’s 
Faculty of Nursing and Health for 
more than three days in late March. 

The fire began in a switchboard a floor 
above Lecture Room 3 at about 4.30 pm 
on March 26. Eight fire crews attended the 
fire and it was contained to the one room.

An evacuation of the building affected 
classes—level-five students took equip-

ment outside to continue their clinical as-
sessment. The faculty cancelled level-one 
classes and rescheduled the clinical assess-
ment on Friday. Level-three students, who 
are currently completing their clinical, 
helped evacuate patients in the hospital.

A number of patients were also evacu-
ated but were able to return when the 
blaze was contained. The nursing faculty 
reopened on the following Monday morn-
ing with no damage to property.—Brenton 
Stacey/The Age Unloading the container of medical supplies.
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Berkeley Vale, New South Wales

The New Zealand Weet-Bix Try-
athlon series has drawn to a close 
for 2009—after attracting a record-
breaking 18,959 participants across 

the 11 events. At the final event, held at 
New Plymouth on April 3, New Zealand’s 
prime minister, John Key, announced that 
the event had set a new world record for a 
children’s triathlon. 

“Getting Kiwi kids active and involved 
in sport is a long-term investment in New 
Zealand,” said Mr Key. “It has been fantas-
tic to meet the children taking part in this 
record-breaking and iconic event.”

Mr Key described the Weet-Bix Try-
athlon as “hugely” important in getting 
young children involved and active, and 
said it was something the government was 
committed to for the future. “In fact, our 
commitment is only matched by their [the 
children’s] enthusiasm,” he said.

With eight events in the north island 
and three in the south island, all Tryathlon 
events in New Zealand were well-attended 
by high-profile celebrity athletes, including 
players from the All Blacks and triathlete 
Hamish Carter (an Olympic gold medallist), 
who support and encourage participants. 

“We have come to the end of what 
I believe has been our most successful 

Weet-Bix Tryathlon series 
yet, and the iconic status of 
our Tryathlon has been fur-
ther enhanced,” said Pierre 
van Heerden, general man-
ager of Sanitarium in New 
Zealand.

Across the Tasman, the 
Australian Sanitarium 
Weet-Bix Kids TRY-athlon 
enjoyed a similarly high re-
sponse, with a record 13,351 
children registered across the 
seven events—the largest 
total in the Australian series’ 
11-year history. 

“That’s more than 13,000 Aussie kids 
dreaming, training, trying and being 
champions—and, in the process, discover-
ing how fun an active lifestyle can be. No 
other Sanitarium activity brings us into 
face-to-face contact with the community 
on this scale,” said Julie Praestiin, corporate 
communications manager for Sanitarium.

David Martin, event activation man-
ager for the TRY-athlon, says, “We have 
had record numbers of kids registering in 
Sydney and Adelaide, with a growth of 25 
per cent in Perth. Melbourne registrations 
slowed—understandably, following Black 
Saturday—but registrations were approxi-
mately equal to last year.”

Record numbers were also recorded in 
Geelong and Canberra. The Sydney event, 
which was the first in the series, saw al-
most 2800 children swim, ride and run 
their way around the course. Mr Martin 
says the size of the Brisbane venue was the 
only limit to a greater number of children 
participating there.

Mr Martin adds, “The key message re-
garding kids needing to be more active is 
getting through and we’re delighted so 
many children are participating.”—Sharyn 
Brady/Sanco News

More @ <http://tryathlon.weetbix.
co.nz> or < www.weetbix.com.au/

tryathlon>.

Tryathlon series sets records in NZ, Australia

New Zealand prime minister John Key presents a medal 
to a Weet-Bix Tryathlon participant. All children who 

take part in the Tryathlon series receive a medal.

◆◆ Northpoint 
church, Vic, took a 
different approach to 
reaching their com-
munity this Easter. 
Members ran four 
“Easter egg hunts” in various com-
munities in western Melbourne, 
with more than 100 children and 
their parents attending. Ten con-
tacts were made with people inter-
ested in making friends, having 
just shifted into the area, while 
three people expressed interest 
in attending church. Northpoint 
members, with the assistance of 
two bus loads of youth from the Vic 

Youth “Tune In” Easter 
camp, also home deliv-
ered more than 1000 
bundles of Easter eggs 
throughout the com-
munity, along with 

a “connect” card explaining that 
Easter is a time of new beginnings. 
“It’s about breaking down walls, 
building bridges and showing the 
community you care about them,” 
says associate pastor Greg Pratt.
—RECORD staff/Greg Pratt

◆◆ North West Christian School 
(Tas) students and staff recent-
ly had a visit from Royce Mon-

cur, who entertains students in 
a fun science show with lots of 
visual activities and surprises. 
There is strong educational con-
tent in the show, with students 
gaining “hands-on experience,” 
to help them remember it. Each 
year, the content of the show is 
different. This year’s theme is the 
International Year of Astronomy. 
—Natalie Winchcombe

◆◆ Students at Longburn Advent-
ist College, NZ, celebrated Inter-
national Week in late March, by 
learning a “greeting of the day,” 
eating various international foods 
and having a day for people to 
dress up. Students got involved 
and appreciated sharing differ-
ent cultures with their peers. 
—Julene Deurksen-Kapao

Days and offerings: ◆ May 9—health offering ◆ May 23—adra/Disaster and famine relief offering



letters

Parenting wisdom
Julie Weslake, director of Children’s ministries, 
South Pacific Division

Thank you for the informative article “Where did we go 
wrong?” (Feature, April 25). I really appreciated sharing the great 
ideas for parenting a teenager. I endorse the point that parents 
need to start parenting before a child is born. Parents need to 
have a vision for what they would like their child to be like by 
the time the child reaches 18, then have a plan that starts early 
to ensure it happens. The spiritual development of children is 
even more important than their physical, mental and social, as 
it influences the formation of lifelong beliefs, habits and values. 
We have a choice to either have our children’s worldview, based 
on God and His word, or the world. Be intentional and strategic 
or, as the author explains, “by the time our children are teenag-
ers, it’s nearly too late.”

Why not “begotten”?
BettY Whiteoak, NSW

Reflecting on “Jesus—the One and Only!” (part of “Worship-
ping Jesus—the ‘eternally blessed God,’” Feature, March 21), we 
all know Jesus is equal with God (see John 1:1-3), the second part 
of the Godhead and the Creator, yet He was also truly Man (see 
Philippians 2:5-8). But what is the problem with Jesus being “the 
only begotten son,” as stated in the King James Version?

A similar example is found in Hebrews 11:17, 18, which says, 
“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 
of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called’ (NKJV). 
Note the comma at the end of verse 17. Despite the fact that Ab-
raham has other sons, Isaac was the only one of his begotten sons 
who was heir to the promise to his father. Adam, too, was called 
a son of God, as are all devoted children of God (see 1 John 3:1). 
But only One can be called “the only begotten son of God.”

When we look at the annunciation of the angel Gabriel to Mary 
in Luke 1:35, we read, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, 
that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God” 
(NKJV). So isn’t Jesus literally the only begotten son of God? 

The article suggested that this language “presupposes a mother 
with whom the Father God has intercourse.” But if we accept the 
Holy Spirit as an equal part of the Godhead, could not this de-
scription suggest a moment at which the Son was “begotten.” I’m 
sorry to sound indelicate but the words in Luke seem to infer that. 

The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit were all part of the 
mystery of the incarnation. We cannot know how but we can 
believe. And I never cease to be filled with wonder at God’s ex-
travagant love for us.

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent those of the editors or the 
denomination. Letters should be less than 250 words, and writers must include 
their name, address and phone number. All letters are edited to meet space and 
literary requirements, but the author’s original meaning will not be changed. Not 
all letters received are published. See masthead (page 3) for contact details.
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Appreciation
Smith, � Colin. Marguerite Smith and 
her family, Maureen and Stephen Rose, 
and Debra and Tony Little wish to ex-
press their appreciation and thanks for 
all the love and support they received 
following the death of their husband 
and father, Colin Smith.

Weddings
Easterbrook—Bjazevich. �Damian Eas-
terbrook, son of George (deceased) and 
Cheryl Easterbrook (Marrara, NT), 
and Regina Bjazevich, daughter of Ivan 
(deceased) and Penny Bjazevich (Gold 
Coast, Qld), were married on 12.4.09 in 
the RSL Gardens, Currumbin.
	 Keith Grolimund, R Possingham

Hardy—Wiese. Victor Stanley Hardy, 
son of David and Rosaland Hardy 
(Geelong, Vic), and Rachel Frances 
Wiese, daughter of Lionel Wiese and 
Ruth Smith (Geelong), were married 
on the 19.04.09 in Geelong church.
	 John O’Malley

Mrozowski—Liemar. � Robin Keven 
Mrozowski, son of Leszek and Hono-
rata Mrozowski (Adelaide, SA), and 
Lana Liemar, daughter of William Lie-
mar and Angelina Liemar (Adelaide), 
were married on 14.4.09 in College 
Park church, Adelaide. 
	 Wolfgang Stefani

Muchondo—Mbonimpa. �Gamaliel Mu-
chondo, son of Aaron and Elizabeth 
Muchondo (Democratic Republic of 
Congo), and Anike Mbonimpa, daugh-
ter of Patrice and Maria Ndikumana 
(DRC), were married on 14.3.09 in Ad-
elaide City church, Adelaide.
	 Wolfgang Stefani 

Obituaries
Dunlop, Winston Cambell, born 3.3.1930 at 
Subiaco, WA; died 22.6.08 at Cooranbong, 
NSW. Winston married Patricia Burridge 
and had two daughters, Jennifer and Roslyn. 
Winston truly lived a life of service to his 
family and church. He served as a teacher 
at numerous Adventist schools, principal of 
Hamilton SDA school, Dean of Faculty of 
economics at Newcastle Uni, head of Busi-
ness at PAU and served on Avondale’s board 
of Governors. Always characterised by hu-
mility and grace, Winston will be deeply 
missed by his wife, family and church.
	 Justin Lawman, Aaron Jeffries

Fagan, Stephen, born 25.8.1914 at Mona 
Mona Mission, NQld; died 21.1.09 at Mt 
Kooyong. Stephen was the first child 
born on Mona Mona Mission. He mar-
ried Mona Donald at Mona Mona on 
27.7.1933, and they lived at Mona Mona 
until 1958, when they relocated to Oak 
Forest, via Kuranda. Steven was a faith-
ful, loyal member and devoted his life to 
the church. He was recognised as the first 
child born on Mona Mona but under-
stood this only to highlight his dedication 
to the church and instil these religious 
beliefs and principles in all of his seven 
children and, subsequently, to their chil-
dren. He is survived by approximately 
24 grandchildren, 56 great-grandchil-
dren, and 23 great-great-grandchildren 
(and still counting). Throughout his life, 
Stephen always maintained his cultural 
connections and identity, and passed his 
knowledge and skills of making Bama 
artifacts on to his family.
	 Frank J Gorry

Radic, Branislav (Bruno), born 26.7.50 in 
Belgrade, Serbia; died 29.3.09 at home in 
Beaumont Hills, NSW. He is survived by 
his wife Nedeljka (Nena); his son, Zoran; 
his daughter, Snezana; his grandson, An-

thony; and his brothers, Ljuba and Mirko. 
Branislav went to his rest with the assur-
ance of the Resurrection and full confi-
dence in God’s grace. He was baptised on 
11.11.08 in a spa bath at his home, even 
though he was extremely ill. He embraced 
the truth as it is in Jesus with vigour of 
heart and mind, and now rests waiting 
for Jesus.
	 Radomir Svonja, Rein Muhlberg

Rampton, Pastor Howard F, born 1.9.1923 
at Dannevirke, NNZ, to Pastor Frank and 
Florence Rampton; died 8.1.09 in Florida, 
US. He graduated from Avondale Mis-
sionary College in 1944, and colportered 
in Western Victoria for a year until he was 
picked up by an evangelistic team work-
ing in Melbourne. On 20.12.1945, he mar-
ried his college sweetheart, Barbara Winch, 
who predeceased him on 9.7.07. He is sur-
vived by his brother, Cecil (Goulburn, Vic); 
his three sisters, Ruby Harker (Victoria 
Point, Qld), Olivine Cuso (Fairy Meadow, 
NSW) and Coral Grogan (Ocean Shores, 
Qld); his twin sons, Pastor Colin Ramp-
ton (Naples, Florida, US) and Pastor Peter 
Rampton (Semi Valley California); and his 
three grandchildren. He was ordained in 
1951 and began pastoring in Moe, Vic. He 
pastored in Tasmania and South Australia 
before being called to WA as the Sabbath 
school and Lay Activities director. Three 
years later, he was called to the Australa-
sian Division as the Sabbath school direc-
tor, a position he held for 8 years. In 1970, 
Howard was invited to join the General 
Conference Sabbath school department of 
the world church. In this position, he vis-
ited each of the 12 divisions, strengthening 
and building up the Sabbath school work. 
He retired in 1985 but continued to pastor a 
small church in Leicester, North Carolina, 
for the next 7 years. He now rests from his 
labours awaiting the call of His Saviour on 
the great resurrection morning after living 
a rich and rewarding life.
	 Colin Rampton

Advertisements
Note: � Neither the editor, Signs Pub-
lishing Company, nor the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is responsible for 
the quality of goods or services adver-
tised. Publication does not indicate 
endorsement of a product or service. 
Advertisements approved by the edi-
tor will be inserted at the following 
rates: first 30 words or less, $A66; each 
additional word, $A2.75. For your 
advertisement to appear, payment 
must be enclosed. Classified adver-
tisements in RECORD are available 
to Seventh-day Adventist members, 
churches and institutions only. See 
masthead (page 3) for contact details. 

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN.� 
Complete satellite kit $265 + freight; 
prime signal areas in Australia only. Full 
instructions for DIY installation. Install-
ers available. Rural Electronics (02) 6361 
3636; or <ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Melrose Park (formerly Southern Me-
morial) church, SA, will be celebrating 
their 50th anniversary on July 25, 2009. 
Former pastors, members and friends 

are invited to celebrate with us. Program 
starts at 10 am, followed by a combined 
lunch and an afternoon of nostalgia. 
Any memorabilia would be appreci-
ated. Send to 123 Edward Street, Mel-
rose Park, SA, 5039. Email <gazzam@
adam.com.au> or contact Audrey (08) 
8388 3804, 0412 824 687.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs, VCRs, 
PA systems etc. � Lower prices for SDA 
churches, schools etc. Australia only. 
Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; or  
<greenfieldsenterprises@bigpond.com>.

Medical practitioners needed for the 
Logan Adventist Health Association 
Health Centre. Full-time and part-
time practitioners needed. Contact 
0428 486 455. 

Electrician 4U—for all your electrical 
needs, contact Bruce Petrie on 0418 
333 175. Servicing Melbourne East-
ern, South Eastern, Outer Eastern 
and Yarra Valley areas.

Tours and Travel 2010—Allround 
Travel Centre. GC Atlanta, June 2010 
(Accommodation and Air); Passion 
Play—Oberammergau, Austrian Alps 
and Italy, July 2010; Greece and Tur-
key, June 2010—A tour of ancient civ-
ilisations. Travel with fellow Advent-
ists, fully escorted, affordable prices. 
Contact Anita on (07) 5530 3555 or 
email <alltrav@bigpond.net.au>.

Finally
Trust in God but tie your 

camel.—Iranian proverb

Volunteers!
Fly’n’Build—Atoifi Hospital, Solo-
mon Islands. Urgent need to replace 
roof on Atoifi Hospital (August, 
2009). Looking for 15–20 volun-
teers. For more information, write 
to Brian Larwood, PO Box 2169, 
Midland WA 6056. Email <team@
project-atoifi.org>.

Volunteer Team Leader or Small 
Team—Solomon Islands, to over-
see the construction of the Form 7 
Building, Kukudu Adventist Col-
lege in the Western Province of the 
Solomon Islands. Foundation dug 
and building materials already sup-
plied. Just needs constructing with 
locals willing to assist. For more 
information, contact Lyn at <vol-
unteers@advenitst.org.au>.

�Email:
<volunteers@adventist.org.au>.  

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>.

�+61 2 9847 3275

Positions vacant
▲▲ Administrative Assistant/Membership Assistant—ACA Health Benefits Fund 

and Retirement (Sustentation) department (Wahroonga, NSW), are seeking an 
enthusiastic and dedicated individual to provide membership and admin-
istrative support for their office in Wahroonga, Sydney. For further details, 
please visit the South Pacific Division’s Human Resources website on <http://
hr.adventistconnect.org/>. All written applications, including your CV, three 
work-related referees and the contact details of your church pastor, must be 
forwarded to: Human Resources, Seventh-day Adventist Church (SPD) Ltd, 
Locked Bag 2014, Wahroonga NSW 2076 Australia; email <hr@adventist.org.
au>; or fax (02) 9489 0943. Applications close May 18, 2009.

▲▲ Shift Industrial Electrician—Sanitarium Health Food Company (Berkeley Vale, 
NSW), invites applications for the full-time position of electrician for our Berkeley 
Vale Manufacturing Unit. This position requires an individual who has a strong 
commitment to the achievement of our production goals, is self-motivated, profes-
sional and willing to go that extra mile. The successful applicant will: demonstrate 
an understanding of and strong commitment to the core values of Sanitarium and 
OH&S within the workplace, possess a current electrical licence, demonstrate a 
high level of computer literacy, have the ability to read, modify and develop electri-
cal schematic drawings, be able to read PLCs programs (preferably Allen Bradley 
and Omron), be able to work unsupervised to achieve set goals, have proven fault 
finding and problem solving skills, and be able to work any shift, any day except 
Saturday. Apply online at <www.sanitarium.com.au/company/employment.
html>. Alternatively, send written applications to: Group Human Resources, 
Sanitarium Health Food Company, Locked Bag 7 Central Coast Mail 
Centre NSW 2252; fax (02) 4349 6099 or email <humanresources@
sanitarium.com.au> Applications close May 15, 2009.

hr.adventistconnect.org
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Thoughts From the Mount of Blessings comes to the 21st 
century in this modern-day paraphrase of Ellen White’s 
classic. Blessings brings a fresh, new perspective to the 
words of Christ delivered on the mount that day. Written  
in the same style as Messiah by author Jerry D Thomas.

Available at your local Adventist Book Centre 

Regular Price 
$A2995  $NZ3995

Special Price

$A2195 $NZ2850

Hardcover 144 pages.


