








F U N D A M E N T A L  B E L I E F S

I had been taught in my baptismal class that if I would 
utilize my spiritual gifts, God would add more. After my 
baptism in 1984 I found that I enjoyed singing, teaching, 

and encouraging people. Now I am still singing, teaching, 
and encouraging people. I do not have three additional spiri-
tual gifts, as described in the parable of the talents (Matt. 
25:14-30).1 So in what sense are the talents multiplied? What 
is the difference between five talents, two, or just one? And 
finally, what is the function of the spiritual gifts? 

Five and Two Are Equal
To the servant who doubles their five talents, the master 

says: “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many 
things. Come and share your master’s happiness” (Matt. 
25:21).2 Interestingly, the master says exactly the same thing 
to the servant with the two talents (verse 23). This parallel 
suggests that five talents and two talents are equally consid-
ered as “few things.” The commendation given to them is 
just the same; the reward they receive is not different. Five 
are not more than two and two are not less than five.

Two and One Are Equal
Jesus’ teaching following the parable of the talents 

about the separation of the sheep from the goats (Matt. 
25:31-46) sheds further light upon the meaning of the five, 
the two, and the one talent. The reason for the separation 
has something to do with what they did for Jesus: giving 
Him food when He was hungry, giving Him water when 
He was thirsty, receiving Him when He was a stranger, 
clothing Him when He was naked, looking after Him when 
He was sick, and visiting Him when He was in prison. This 
set of reasons is repeated four times: (1) in the statement of 
the king to the “sheep” (verses 35, 36), (2) in the question 
of the “sheep” to the king (verses 37-39), (3) in the state-
ment of the king to the “goats” (verses 42, 43), and (4) in 
the question of the “goats” to the king (verse 44). 

In the first set, there are six verbs explaining what is 
done to Jesus or to the least of the brethren—namely, giv-
ing to eat, giving water, receiving, clothing, looking after, 
and visiting. Interestingly, when this set of reasons is 
repeated the second time, the last two verbs—looking after 
and visiting—are now merged into one verb: to visit (verse 
39). When this set of reasons is repeated the third time, 
these last two verbs are again fused into one, but this time 
in the verb to look after (verse 43). This implies that two is 
equal to one and one is equal to two. The one who does the 
two functions performs one service, and the one who per-

forms this one, does the two. It is not a matter of how 
many gifts we have, but what we do with the gift(s).

Five and One Are Equal
When the set of reasons is repeated the second and the 

third times, the six verbs in the first mention of the set of 
reasons have become five verbs, because two have merged 
into one. Now, notice how the set of reasons is repeated for 
the fourth time: “Lord, when did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not minister to You?” (verse 44, NKJV).3 Did you notice it? 
The remaining five verbs have now merged into one verb, 
diakoneo, “to serve or to minister.” This arrangement of 
verbs demonstrates that feeding, giving water, receiving 
strangers, clothing, and visiting could be summarized in 
one word, namely, serving or ministering. It suggests that 
five talents are equal to one talent and one talent is equal to 
five talents. It is not a matter of how many gifts we have, 
but what we do with the gift(s).

FiveTwo
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Only Two Groups
The separation of the sheep from the goats in Matthew 

25:31-46 demonstrates that there are only two groups of 
people: those who serve the Lord and those who do not 
serve the Lord; the good and faithful, and the wicked and 
lazy (verse 26). The first two servants are called good and 
faithful because they realize their responsibility as servants 
owned by their master and they do their best for the benefit 
of their master. It is not so much the doing that makes 
them good and faithful. It is more their attitude toward 
their master—their being. Furthermore, it is not only the 
third servant’s acts (or lack thereof) that result in him 
being labeled wicked and lazy, but also what he thinks 
about the master. He says: “I knew that you are a hard man” 
(verse 24). With this wrong perception about his master 
this servant does not serve his master the best way he can. 
Interestingly, he does not complain because he received 
only one talent. The right image of God and a loving atti-
tude toward Him lead to diligent and fruitful demonstra-
tion of the spiritual gifts entrusted to us.

Spiritual Gifts and the Second Coming
The parable of the talents is not an isolated parable, but 

part of the teaching about the second coming of Christ 
(Matt. 24 and 25). It should be read and understood in the 

context of the second coming of Jesus. In this light the pur-
pose of spiritual gifts is not only “to equip his people for 
works of service” (Eph. 4:12), but also to prepare them for 
the coming of Jesus.  

The focus of the spiritual gifts is not necessarily addi-
tional gifts but fruitful ministry that brings many to Christ. 
Five, two, or one is just the same. I am satisfied with what-
ever kind and number of gifts I have. It is all about service. 
The question is: Do I use my gifts for the advancement of 
His kingdom? ■

1 Seventh-day Adventists Believe . . . : A Biblical Exposition of Fundamental Doctrines (Silver Spring, 
Md.: Ministerial Association of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventists, 2005), p. 
238. The parable is also closely associated with stewardship. Ibid., p. 303.
2 Unless otherwise noted, all Bible texts in this article are quoted from the Holy Bible, New 
International Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved worldwide.
3 Texts credited to NKJV are from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by 
Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Spiritual Gifts
Mınıstrıesand

God bestows upon all members of 
His church in every age spiritual gifts 
which each member is to employ in 
loving ministry for the common good 
of the church and of humanity. Given 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit, who 
apportions to each member as He wills, 
the gifts provide all abilities and ministries 
needed by the church to fulfill its divinely 

ordained functions. According to the 
Scriptures, these gifts include such 
ministries as faith, healing, prophecy, 
proclamation, teaching, administration, 
reconciliation, compassion, and self-
sacrificing service and charity for the 
help and encouragement of people. 
Some members are called of God and 
endowed by the Spirit for functions 

recognized by the church in pastoral, 
evangelistic, apostolic, and teaching 
ministries particularly needed to equip 
the members for service, to build up the 
church to spiritual maturity, and to foster 
unity of the faith and knowledge of God. 
When members employ these spiritual 
gifts as faithful stewards of God’s varied 
grace, the church is protected from the 
destructive influence of false doctrine, 
grows with a growth that is from God, and 
is built up in faith and love. (Rom. 12:4-8; 
1 Cor. 12:9-11, 27, 28; Eph. 4:8, 11-16; Acts 
6:1-7; 1 Tim. 3:1-13; 1 Peter 4:10, 11.)

August 2011 | Adventist World   21



Just days before what would have 
been Ellen White’s sixtieth wedding 
anniversary, she recalled with lov-

ing fondness her late husband, James 
White. “We were married, and have 
been married ever since. Although he is 
dead, I feel that he is the best man that 
ever trod shoe leather. Whatever [peo-
ple] might say … I would not link up 
with any soul in my widowhood, I feel 
… as though I [am] … to … preserve 
the memory of my husband.”1  

Much in Common
James and Ellen probably first met in 

the summer of 1844. Both were Millerite 
Adventists, who eagerly looked for 
Christ’s return in 1844. Despite ill health,  
Ellen spoke in meetings and shared 
her faith in other ways. James was an 
energetic young preacher who on a 
four-month preaching tour in deep 
snow in early 1843 converted 1,000 
people.2 In terms of their beliefs, the 
two of them shared much in common. 

A few weeks after October 22, 
1844, when Jesus did not return as 
expected, Ellen received her first 
vision. Exactly when James first heard 
about it is unknown, but however it 
happened, James soon joined the 
group of Ellen’s friends who traveled 
with her as she shared her visions.

D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  S P I R I T  O F  P R O P H E C Y
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On August 30, 1846, James Springer 
White, 25, standing a little more than six 
feet (1.8 meters), and Ellen Gould Har-
mon, 18, standing five feet two inches 
(1.57 meters) tall, were married by 
Charles Harding, a justice of the peace in 
Portland, Maine.3 It was the beginning of 
a nearly 35-year partnership that ended 
with James’s death on August 6, 1881.  

Married Life
The newlyweds started married life 

in Gorham, Maine, living with Ellen’s 
parents, Robert and Eunice Harmon. 
The Whites were still living there 
when Ellen gave birth to their first-
born son, Henry Nichols, in 1847. 
Eventually the Whites had three more 
sons, James Edson in 1849, William 
Clarence in 1854, and John Herbert in 
1860. Only the second and third sons 
lived to adulthood. 

During the next few years James 
and Ellen traveled in New England, 
New York State, and Canada, holding 
meetings and encouraging new con-
verts in the faith. Because of the prim-
itive traveling conditions at the time, 
for five years they left their eldest son, 
Henry, in care of the Stockbridge 
Howland family,4 fellow Adventists in 
Topsham, Maine.  

Publishing Work
In late 1848 God instructed Ellen 

in vision that her husband should 
begin a paper.5 It would take James, 
who had no money and little formal 
education, until the following July to 
launch the fledgling church’s first 
paper, Present Truth. 6 That was not 
the only time God spoke through 
Ellen to move the young church for-
ward. Despite not always knowing 
how best to proceed, there is no evi-
dence that James ever responded, “Oh, 
no! Not another vision!” To the con-
trary, he served as his wife’s champion, 
defender, and publisher. 

In time, Present Truth gave way to 
the Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 
known today as the Adventist Review. 

Again, Ellen supported the new enter-
prise. Once when James came home 
totally discouraged because he did not 
have enough money to bring out the 
next issue of the paper, she retrieved a 
hidden sock full of coins that she had 
carefully saved for some future emer-
gency. There was just enough to meet 
the crisis.7

band asked for their help to bring in 
his hay crop, they were to say that they 
were too busy to help him. Ellen then 
pitched the hay up onto the wagon 
while James loaded it and drove the 
team of horses.11 Sometime earlier she 
made a footpath in the snow so that he 
could go for a walk by stepping in her 
footsteps.12 Slowly James’s health 
returned. She rejoiced when once 
again he was well enough to be back in 
the pulpit preaching.

Working Together
Through the years the two prayed 

together, sometimes even selecting a 
grove of trees near their home for 
united prayer times. They generously 
donated their funds. Ellen White 
stated in 1885 that she and James had 
donated $30,000 to God’s work.13 
They traveled by horse, buggy, boat, 
and stagecoach, and they crisscrossed 
the United States several times by 
train. They spoke in schoolhouses, 
tents, groves, churches, barns, at camp 
meetings, and in people’s homes. They 
also established institutions, wrote 
articles for the journals James started, 
and even went camping together in 
Colorado. In the early days while stop-
ping for lunch, James sometimes 
wrote articles using the top of his 
stovepipe hat for a desk while Ellen 

   Although they did not always agree on 
everything, their love and respect for each 
other…outweighed everything else.

    By 
James R. Nix

back to health. When his treatments at 
the health institute in Dansville, New 
York, to which she had taken him did 
not agree with what she thought he 
needed, she took him home to Battle 
Creek.9 Later they went to Greenville, 
Michigan.10 Not wanting James to 
remain inactive, Ellen informed their 
neighbors that when her invalid hus-

Life Not Always Easy
In 1852 James and Ellen moved to 

Rochester, New York. Living conditions 
were very primitive as they continued 
working together to advance the 
church. They rented a house for $175 a 
year. With having the new printing 
press in their living room and boarding 
several of the young workers, the cou-
ple could hardly have had life easy. 

From Rochester, in 1855 the 
Whites moved the press to Battle 
Creek, Michigan. There they owned 
their first home. During the years that 
followed they continued working as a 
team, with James preaching in the 
morning and Ellen speaking in the 
afternoon. The Whites were some-
times challenged by critical church 
members. In fact, even their chil-
dren—particularly their second son, 
Edson—at times proved challenging. 
Ellen often found herself in the role of 
mediator between father and son. 
Edson’s sometimes rebellious person-
ality was in marked contrast to that of 
his younger brother, Willie, who 
tended to be more obedient.

Health Challenges
During his life James White suf-

fered at least five strokes, beginning in 
1865.8 Each time, Ellen did all within 
her power to nurse her ailing husband 
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prepared their meal. 
Although they did not always agree 

on everything, their love and respect 
for each other coupled with their 
shared goal of preparing people to 
meet Jesus outweighed any disagree-
ments. However, when James got the 
idea in 1878 to lead a caravan of wag-
ons from Texas to Colorado, Ellen was 
less than thrilled. But despite her res-
ervations, she went along to prepare 
the beds each evening, as well as fix 

More Challenges
From 1873 through 1876 James 

White suffered several more strokes. 
They greatly altered his moods, so 
much so that he decided to go alone 
on a speaking tour while Ellen stayed 
at home in Oakland, California, where 
they then lived.17  

Although Ellen did not understand 
all that was causing her husband’s 
behavior, her letters reveal a woman 
still very much in love with him. And 

resulting from his strokes, his love for 
his wife never wavered. In 1874 he 
urged their son Willie to get his 
mother what she needed. “Take the 
tenderest care of your dear mother. . . . 
Do not consent to her economical 
ideas, leading you to pinch along.” 
Always generous with others, Ellen 
was quite frugal when it came to 
spending money on herself.18 Simi-
larly, Ellen expressed her loving con-
cern for James. In 1878, after leaving 

the meals. Even so, drenching rains 
did nothing to enhance the trip for 
her or anyone else!14 

Music was an important part of 
James and Ellen’s shared ministry. In 
their home, singing often accompa-
nied family worships. Additionally, 
James compiled four of the earliest 
hymnbooks used by Adventist pio-
neers.15 On one occasion James was 
presiding at a General Conference ses-
sion. Things were difficult. Wanting to 
lift the people’s spirits, he asked his 
wife to join him, and together they 
sang a duet that successfully achieved 
his goal.16 In more ways than one 
theirs was a team effort.     

revealing James’s high regard for the 
messages God sometimes gave his wife 
for him is the fact that after admon-
ishing her in a letter not to write him 
any of her mere wifely advice, he told 
her that if God gave her a message for 
him, she should send it! Desperately ill 
as James was at the time, he recog-
nized his deep need of divine help, so 
he did not want his wife to withhold 
any special messages from him. Even 
so, several different times during the 
intervening years until his death, 
James and Ellen found it best to work 
separately, followed by periods of 
combined endeavors.

Despite James’s erratic behavior 

him to vacation in Colorado while she 
attended some camp meetings, she 
wrote to him: “Our writing can be 
done in the winter. Lay it aside now. 
Throw off every burden, and be a 
carefree boy again. . . . Roam about, 
camp out, fish, hunt, go to places that 
you have not seen, rest as you go, and 
enjoy everything. Then come back to 
your work fresh and vigorous.” 19 

A Worthy Example
About a year before James’s death 

from malaria20 on Sabbath afternoon, 
August 6, 1881, he wrote about Ellen: 
“She has been my crown of rejoic-
ing.”21 James died just four days fol-
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lowing his sixtieth birthday. When 
someone suggested to Ellen that a 
broken shaft monument be used to 
represent her husband’s life, she 
refused, feeling that it would dishonor 
his remarkable achievements.22 They 
had weathered the storms of life, and 
nothing but death could sever their 
bond. Now, 130 years after James’s 
death, his and Ellen’s marriage still 
provides a worthy example of service 
to the church they helped found. ■ 

1 “Interview With Mrs. E. G. White, RE Early Experiences,” Aug. 
13, 1906. White Estate Document File 733c. The date of this 
interview was just days following the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
James White’s death, which occurred on August 6, 1881.
2 James White, Life Incidents, in Connection With the Great 
Advent Movement, as Illustrated by the Three Angels of Revelation 
XIV (Battle Creek, Mich.: Steam Press, Seventh-day Adventist 
Pub. Assn., 1868), vol. 1, p. 96.
3 Marriage certificate for James and Ellen White, Ellen G. White 
Estate, main office.
4 Arthur L. White, Ellen G. White: The Early Years, 1827-1862 
(Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1985), p. 153.
5 Ellen G. White, Life Sketches of Ellen G. White (Mountain View, 
Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1915), p. 125.
6 A. L. White, p. 167.
7 Ibid., p. 272.
8 Gerald Wheeler, James White, Innovator and Overcomer 
(Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn, 2003), p. 216. 
9 Arthur L. White, Ellen G. White: The Progressive Years, 1862-
1876 (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1986), 
pp. 118-127.
10 The correct spelling is “Greenville,” not “Greeneville.”
11 A. L. White, The Progressive Years, pp. 166, 167, 172, 186, 188, 
189.
12 Ibid., p. 161.
13 Ellen G. White manuscript 35, 1885.
14 Arthur L. White, Ellen G. White: The Lonely Years, 1876-1891 
(Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn, 1984), pp. 
107-112.
15 Virgil Robinson, James White (Washington, D.C.: Review and 
Herald Pub. Assn, 1976), p. 146.
16 William A. Spicer, Pioneer Days of the Advent Movement 
(Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald Pub. Assn., 1941), pp. 
163, 164.
17 A. L. White, The Progressive Years, pp. 442-445.
18 James White to W. C. White, July 5, 1874, in A. L. White, The 
Progressive Years, pp. 439, 440.
19 Ellen White to James White and children (letter 1, 1878), 
quoted in A. L. White, The Lonely Years, pp. 94, 95.
20 Telegram from Dr. J. H. Kellogg to W. C. White. Filed in White 
Estate Document File 720.
21 Life Sketches: Ancestry, Early Life, Christian Experience, and 
Extensive Labors of Elder James White, and His Wife, Ellen G. 
White (Battle Creek, Mich.: Steam Press of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Pub. Assn., 1880), p. 126. 
22 Ellen G. White, Selected Messages (Washington, D.C.: Review 
and Herald Pub. Assn., 1958), book 1, p. 105.
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Spring, Maryland, U.S.A.

One -Day Church

The new steel church stands  
beneath a giant tree.  
Gleaming galvanized steel  

pillars hold high the village trea-
sure—a steel roof.

Fifteen years ago the Seventh-
day Adventist congregation in 
Mpasa, Malawi, began building 
their new worship center. Though there were no funds for a roof, they were able 
to form and fire bricks beneath the African sun.

They used red river mud for grout, and built the walls tall enough to hold 
a strong roof.

Then the rains came, and a few weeks later the walls were piles of 
soggy rubble.

So they started again: new bricks, red river mud, strong walls, and the sky 
for a roof.

Then the rains came, and they had to start over again.
Six times they gave their best, always praying that God would provide the 

roof. Five piles of rubble, and now, four large piles of bricks standing next to 
their new steel one-day church.

“We have waited 15 years for this day,” Elder Maranatha said. “This 
afternoon we will begin moving the bricks beneath the steel roof. God has 
answered our prayer!”

Later that day two village women walked by on the community road, saw 
the new steel one-day church, and asked Elder Maranatha if it would be OK 
for them to come to church on Sabbath. “If your God has provided you such a 
strong building,” they said, “we would like to know more about Him.”

The One-Day Church program is a collaborative 
effort between the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
Adventist-laymen’s Services and Industries (ASI),  
and Maranatha Volunteers International. These 
stories come to you each month from Maranatha’s 
storyteller, Dick Duerksen.
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B I B L E  Q U E S T I O N S

Q U E S T I O N :  According to the Bible, what is 
the origin of rain?

I am not sure about the purpose of your question, but I 
assume that you are interested in establishing how the 
biblical perception of rain as a natural phenomenon 

differs from our contemporary scientific view. Any com-
parison is probably inadvisable, since the Bible was written 
long before the rise of the Western interest in science. Criti-
cal scholars, viewing the Bible as a child of the ancient Near 
East, conclude that with respect to the operations of the 
natural world it corresponds with the mythological views of 
the surrounding cultures. 
The biblical view of rain 
does not support that per-
spective. Rain is a surpris-
ingly complex matter.

1. Rain From Heaven: The  
association of rain with heav- 
en is a natural one based on 
observation—rain falls from 
the sky (“The land … drinks 
water from the rain from 
heaven” [Deut. 11:11]). Ac-
cording to critical scholars, 
the Hebrews believed in a 
cosmic ocean above the solid 
firmament, and occasionally 
its windows were opened and  
disastrous rain came down 
(Gen. 7:11; see Isa. 24:18). It 
is also argued that other 
texts refer to places in heaven 
where rain, snow, and hail were in storage, from which they 
came down upon the earth (cf. Job 38:22). Other texts give 
the impression that in heaven are found bottles full of 
water, and whenever God tilts them water falls down to 
earth (Job 38:37). These suggestions need evaluation.

First, the Bible does not teach that the firmament is a 
solid dome holding back cosmic waters. This may be part of 
ancient mythology, but it is not biblical. Second, the lan-
guage of storage rooms, bottles, and windows is obviously 
metaphorical. The windows of heaven are also mentioned in 
conjunction with blessings, bread, and trouble coming down 
from heaven (Mal. 3:10; 2 Kings 7:2; see Ps. 78:23; Isa. 24:18). 
As far as I know, no one has suggested that these windows 
are to be understood as literal. Third, the Israelites also knew 
that rain came during the rainy season (Joel 2:23), and  
that it fell from the clouds (Eccl. 11:3; Isa. 5:6). They also knew 
that the wind from the north could bring rain (Prov. 25:23).

2. Origin of Rain: How, according to the Bible, does water 
get to the sky or to the clouds? Did the Israelites have a natu-
ral way of explaining this phenomenon, or did they simply 
say, “God does it”? There is an answer that does not exclude 
God. First, we should indicate that clouds “ascend from the 
ends of the earth” (Ps. 135:7; Jer. 10:13), which could refer to 
the ocean (1 Kings 18:44) loaded with water (Job 26:8). This 
water comes not from a cosmic ocean above the firmament, 
but from the earth. Second, biblical writers had a basic grasp 
of the cycle of evaporation: “For he [God] draws up the drops 
of water; they distill his mist in rain, which the skies [Heb. 
šeúa-qîm, “clouds, sky”] pour down and drop on mankind 

abundantly” (Job 36:27, 28, 
ESV).* Notice the process: 
God draws up drops of water 
by transforming them into 
mist (vaporization), the mist 
becomes liquid (condensa-
tion), and falls from the sky/
clouds as rain (precipita-
tion). God is not excluded, 
because it is through His 
power that it all takes place.

3. God Does It! Rain in 
the Bible is simple yet mys-
terious, predictable and 
unpredictable; it nurtures 
life or destroys it. Although 
the Hebrews had a good 
understanding of it, they 
always marveled about it 
and its significance, credit-
ing this wonder to the Lord: 

“[God] does great things, and unsearchable, marvelous 
things without number. He gives rain on the earth, and 
sends waters on the fields” (Job 5:9, 10). This sense of won-
der expressed itself in praises to the Lord: “Sing to the Lord 
with thanksgiving . . . who covers the heavens with clouds, 
who prepares rain for the earth” (Ps. 147:7, 8). Even if they 
were unable to understand all aspects of the phenomenon, 
particularly when it took the form of a storm, they knew 
that God understood it well (Ps. 29). By saying “God does 
it,” they showed gratitude and never took rain for granted. 
It was always a gift from the Lord. n

* Scripture quotations marked ESV are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright 
© 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.

Angel Manuel Rodríguez recently retired as director of the  
Biblical Research Institute of the General Conference.

Rainy-day
Reflections

   By
Angel Manuel 
Rodríguez
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B I B L E  S T U D Y

Have you ever felt powerless against sin in your Christian life? Have you failed again and 
again and wondered why? The Bible has some answers. In this lesson we will examine the 
secrets of victorious Christian living. Understanding the ministry of the Holy Spirit makes all 
the difference. The Spirit accomplishes in us what is impossible to accomplish on our own.

1. How does Christ strengthen each believer to overcome Satan’s temptations?
“That He [Christ] would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might 
through His Spirit in the inner man” (Eph. 3:16).

We are        with               

through His             .

2. What did the apostle Paul promise to those who are filled with Christ’s Spirit?
“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Cor. 3:17).

Those filled with the Spirit receive           . 

What’s another word for liberty?               

The presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives liberates us from anger, bitterness, resentment, 
and lust. The bondage of sin is broken through the mighty power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:15).

3. Read the following text and describe in your own words what it means to walk in the Spirit.
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according 
to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. . . . For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the 
things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally 
minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace” (Rom. 8:1-6).

             

                           

The apostle Paul clearly describes the Spirit-filled life in these verses. As we claim God’s 
promises by faith, and allow the Holy Spirit to mold our lives and change our behavior, we 
walk in the Spirit. To walk in the Spirit means that we give the Holy Spirit permission to 
transform our thought processes and shape our characters.

By Mark A. Finley

Spirit-filled 
Living
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4. When the Holy Spirit dwells in us, who is it that actually resides within us?
“Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us” (1 John 3:24).

												                                    

Christ dwells in us through His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit within us bears witness of Jesus 
and produces the fruit of the Spirit, the qualities of Jesus’ life in our lives. We do not live the 
Christian life alone. We are empowered through the Holy Spirit.

5. When the Holy Spirit dwells in us, what is His ultimate goal?
“Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and 
given us the Spirit in our hearts as a deposit” (2 Cor. 1:21, 22).

He has 				     us and given us the Spirit in our 				                             

as a 											             .

The Holy Spirit’s ultimate goal in our lives is to “seal” us. What does it mean to be sealed? 
In ancient times a seal authenticated a document. For Christians the sealing is the process 
by which the Holy Spirit awakens a desire within us to live in harmony with God’s will, and 
strengthens us to obey God. When the Holy Spirit changes our lives, He leads us to live 
obedient, godly lives. The Holy Spirit convicts us of sin and empowers us to live righteously. The 
transformation that takes place in our lives is the guarantee that we are authentic Christians.

6. What happens if we fail to respond to the conviction of the Holy Spirit and refuse to 
allow the Spirit to shape our behavior and live within us?
“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30).

												                                    

7. What is the greatest evidence that we are children of God?
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God” (Rom. 8:16).

The Spirit 								                    with our spirit.

The Holy Spirit residing in us brings peace and joy deep within our hearts. We know that 
we are His children. This assurance enables us to live with hope in the midst of a world of 
sickness, suffering, and death. Through the Holy Spirit we have the confidence that our 
heavenly Father will one day right every wrong and bring us to His eternal kingdom, where 
evil is vanquished and love reigns eternal.

The final installment in this series   
  about the Holy Spirit will be 

“The Prayer Life of 
Jesus.”
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E X C H A N G E  O F  I D E A S

Fourteen years ago my father suddenly became ill. He 
needed urgent medical attention. Our home of medical 
specialists, the University Teaching Hospital, was going 

through some challenges at the time, so this meant taking 
him to a private hospital. A good private hospital required 
“good money,” and a search through my handbag brought 
forth K385, 264.50 (US$100)—the only cash I had for per-
sonal use. Although we had some money at the bank, it was a 
Friday, and banks were already closed for the weekend. [This 

was before the introduction of ATMs by most commercial banks in Zambia.] Sud-
denly I remembered that I had an envelope containing money meant for tithe I had 
planned to return that Sabbath. The tithe envelope contained more money than 
the cash I’d found in my handbag.

I have, over the years, fully appreciated and endeavored to employ the tithing 
principles I learned from my parents. “A tithe of everything from the land, whether 
grain from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the 
Lord” (Lev. 27:30, NIV). But as we prepared for the hospital, a number of ideas ran 
through my mind. I finally decided that I was going to take the sealed tithe enve-
lope with me to the hospital, and should the hospital bill exceed the money I had, I 
would supplement from the khaki envelope and return the tithe later. I whispered a 
prayer to my heavenly Father, rationalizing my plan and requesting Him (God) to 
understand, after which I proceeded to the hospital with Dad.

Dad was quickly attended to, and I was handed a bill for payment. As my 
eyes scanned the figures on the bill, an inexplicable sensation ran through my 
body. My lips parted, but no words came out—I was speechless!  The cashier 
looked at me and wondered whether I was OK. “Is the bill too high?” he asked.

I looked at him and said, “It’s neither high nor low; it’s just perfect.” I emp-
tied the contents of my purse and handed them over. The bill turned out to be 
exactly K385, 264.50—the amount of money in my purse, to the last ngwee!

There I was, on the verge of being unfaithful, yet the Lord still remained 
faithful, and divinely intervened with precision. I was reminded that He is able 
to meet all my needs and that no situation could justify tampering with His 
tithe. I drove away from that hospital with my tithe envelope intact and my dad 
reclining in the back seat, oblivious of my cash miracle. I sang praises to the 
Lord, thanking Him for yet another profound lesson.

The Lord is faithful. Try Him (Mal. 3:10)! Make the divine connection with 
the source of wealth, and you will be amazed by His channels of providence.

—by Tracy Lisulo, Lusaka, Zambia

“Behold, I come quickly…”
Our mission is to uplift Jesus Christ, uniting 
Seventh-day Adventists everywhere in beliefs, 
mission, life, and hope.

Publisher   
The Adventist World, an international periodical of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The General Conference,  
Northern Asia-Pacific Division of Seventh-day Adventists®,  
is the publisher.

Executive Publisher  
Bill Knott

Associate Publisher  
Claude Richli

International Publishing Manager   
Chun, Pyung Duk 

Publishing Board  
Ted N. C. Wilson, chair; Benjamin D. Schoun, vice chair;  
Bill Knott, secretary; Lisa Beardsley; Daniel R. Jackson;  
Robert Lemon; Geoffrey Mbwana; G. T. Ng; Daisy Orion;  
Juan Prestol; Michael Ryan; Ella Simmons; Mark Thomas;  
Karnik Doukmetzian, legal advisor

Adventist World Coordinating Committee  
Lee, Jairyong, chair; Akeri Suzuki; Kenneth Osborn;  
Guimo Sung; Chun, Pyung Duk; Han, Suk Hee

Editor in Chief  
Bill Knott

Editors based in Silver Spring, Maryland  
Lael Caesar, Gerald A. Klingbeil (associate editors),  
Sandra Blackmer, Stephen Chavez, Wilona Karimabadi,  
Mark A. Kellner, Kimberly Luste Maran, Gina Wahlen

Editors based in Seoul, Korea    
Chun, Pyung Duk; Chun, Jung Kwon; Park, Jan Mae  

Online Editor  
Carlos Medley

Technical Coordinator 
Merle Poirier

Editor-at-large 
Mark A. Finley

Senior Advisor 
E. Edward Zinke

Executive Assistant to the Editor  
Rachel J. Child

Editorial Assistants  
Marvene Thorpe-Baptiste
Alfredo Garcia-Marenko

Reader Services  
Merle Poirier

Art Direction and Design  
Jeff Dever, Fatima Ameen

Consultants  
Ted N. C. Wilson, Robert E. Lemon, G. T. Ng,  
Guillermo E. Biaggi, Lowell C. Cooper, Daniel R. Jackson, 
Geoffrey Mbwana, Armando Miranda, Pardon K. Mwansa,  
Michael L. Ryan, Blasious M. Ruguri, Benjamin D. Schoun, 
Ella S. Simmons, Alberto C. Gulfan, Jr., Erton Köhler, 
Jairyong Lee, Israel Leito, John Rathinaraj, Paul S. Ratsara, 
Barry Oliver, Bruno Vertallier, Gilbert Wari, Bertil A. Wiklander

To Writers:  We welcome unsolicited manuscripts. Address 
all editorial correspondence to 12501 Old Columbia Pike, 
Silver Spring, MD  20904-6600, U.S.A. Editorial office fax 
number: (301) 680-6638

E-mail: worldeditor@gc.adventist.org
Web site: www.adventistworld.org

Unless otherwise indicated, all Bible references are taken  
from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980,  
1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights  
reserved. Texts credited to NIV are from the Holy Bible, 
New International Version. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984,  
International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan Bible Publishers.

Adventist World is published monthly and printed  
simultaneously in Korea, Brazil, Indonesia, Australia, Germany,  
Austria, and the United States.

Vol. 7, No. 8

This month a reader tells of  
an experience with tithe.LordThe

IsFaithful

B R A N O  H U D A K  /  D I G I T A L L Y  M O D I F I E D August 2011 | Adventist World   29



ANNIVERSARIES

Chestnut (nee 
Dolman). John 
and Paula were 
married 21.3.1951 

at Broken Hill, NSW. They 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary on the actual date 
with an afternoon tea held by the 
church’s retirement village in 
Alstonville, NSW. They have two 
children, Colin (Sydney), and 
Suzanne (UK); and twin 
granddaughters. A belated family 
celebration, including Paula’s 
sister who was junior maid at the 
wedding, was held in May on an 
overseas holiday. John has 
served churches for over 50 
continuous years as a deacon. 
Paula spent 20 years at Greater 
Sydney Conference as secretary/
welfare officer working in 
community services and child 
care. John and Paula give thanks 
to God for His leading and 
blessings throughout their lives.

Laredo. Larry 
and Ruby 
celebrated 50 
years of marriage 

with a family breakfast in 
Newcastle. They were married 
31.1.1961 at Warburton, Vic. 
They met while studying at 
Avondale College and continued 
their association with church 
institutions over many years. 
Ruby worked for the Signs, 
Sanitarium and at Sydney and 
Auckland Adventist Hospitals. 
Larry worked in ministry for 30 
years across most states of 
Australia and in New Zealand. He 
was ordained in 1986. Daughter, 
Jenny Hilder, and grandchildren, 
Kelly and Tyson, reside in NSW 
and ACT. Son, Grant, and wife, 
Caroline, reside in WA, while 
granddaughter, Rosanna, is 
working for Adventist Education 
in Mildura, Victoria, and 
grandson, Daniel, studies at 
Avondale College. The family are 
all thankful for God’s leading and 
guidance through their lives.

McIntyre (nee Maisey). Bob and 
Nerelle celebrated their 65th 
wedding anniversary on 23.5.11. 
They met as teenagers at 
Ashfield church and were 
married there by Pastor Ted 
Whitehead on 23.5.1946. During 
their married life they have lived 
at Mt Colah, Glenorie and 
Pennant Hills. They have been 
members of Epping church for 
almost 50 years, holding various 
church offices at different times. 
They are a wonderful example of 
love and commitment in a 
marriage. They celebrated quietly 
with their daughter, Colleen.

Van Weenen 
(nee Eccel-
stone). Rudy and 
Wilma celebrated 

their 50th wedding anniversary 
on 8.11.10 with family and 
friends. Rudy, a builder, and 
Wilma, a legal secretary, met in 
Adelaide while Wilma was on 
holidays from Perth. They were 
married on 8.11.1960 by Pastor 
John Wade in the Adelaide City 
church, SA. They are blessed 
with two children, Debra and 
David; and two grandsons (all of 
Adelaide). They attend the Trinity 
Gardens church and live in the 
beautiful Adelaide hills.

WEDDINGS

Young—Glover. Andrew Charles 
Young, son of David and Anne 
Young (Ballarat, Vic), and Katie 
June Glover, daughter of Wayne 
and June Glover (Melbourne), 
were married 13.3.11 in Wandin 
Uniting Church, Victoria.

David Pearce

OBITUARIES

Brown, Mavis Allison Myrtle, 
born 26.7.1918 at Black Swamp, 
Tooperang, SA; died 2.5.11 in 

POSITIONS VACANT    For more vacant positions, go to  
<adventistemployment.org.au>

 Avondale Retirement Village positions—North NSW Con-
ference (Cooranbong, NSW) is currently seeking applicants for 
a variety of full-time, part-time and casual positions. Catering 
manager: we are looking for an experienced chef or dietitian, pref-
erably with experience in catering for vulnerable people. This role 
will be responsible for production of approximately 1400 meals per 
month and organising 25 staff to deliver a superior service. Other 
positions include groundskeeper, endorsed enrolled nurse, assis-
tant in nursing. For a job description and a duty statement, please 
contact Avondale Retirement Village. Please send your expressions 
of interest to the Site Manager, Lorin Bradford, at Avondale Retire-
ment Village, PO Box 105, Cooranbong NSW 2265. Phone (02) 4977 
0000 or email <arv@aacnnsw.com.au>. Applications close August 
31, 2011.

 Administrative assistant—general secretary and CFO (Epping 
NSW). The Seventh-day Adventist Church (GSC) Limited is seeking 
an enthusiastic, dedicated and experienced administrative assistant 
to the general secretary and chief financial officer. Based in Epping, 
NSW, this full-time position requires the successful candidate to 
facilitate a productive administration through the efficient process-
ing of enquiries, documents, scheduling appointments, secretarial 
work and administrative functions. The successful candidate will 
be committed to the teachings, values and mission of the Church. 
For more information, a full job description, or written applications, 
including your CV (including the contact details of your church pas-
tor), please contact Pastor Michael Worker on (02) 9868 6522 or 
email michaelworker@adventist.org.au. Applications close August 
16, 2011.

 Administrative assistant—Education and Trust Services (Ep-
ping, NSW). The Seventh-day Adventist Church (GSC) Limited 
is seeking a full-time administrative assistant for the Education 
Department. This role is to provide administrative and secretarial 
support to the Education and Trust Services departments. It is 
desirable that the successful applicant holds relevant qualifications 
and/or have industry experience. This person will be a practising 
Seventh-day Adventist who is a self-starter, with good organisa-
tional, secretarial and communication skills. For more information, 
a full job description, or written applications, including your CV 
(including the contact details of your church pastor), please contact 
Pastor Michael Worker on (02) 9868 6522 or email <michaelwork-
er@adventist.org.au>. Applications close August 16, 2011.

 Administrative assistant (maternity leave position)—Risk 
Management Service (Wahroonga, NSW) is seeking an enthusi-
astic and competent individual to provide administrative support to 
Risk Management Service (RMS). RMS is a small dedicated team 
that assists the Church with managing all types of risks as well as 
administering the Church’s insurance portfolio. Based at the South 
Pacific Division head office, this maternity leave role will assist the 
RMS team by facilitating a productive office through the efficient 
processing of enquiries and documents, scheduling appointments, 
clerical work and minor administrative and business functions. The 
successful candidate should be eligible to work in Australia. For 
more information, please visit the South Pacific Division’s Human 
Resources website on www.adventistemployment.org.au. All writ-
ten applications, including your CV, three work-related referees 
and the contact details of your local Adventist church pastor, must 
be forwarded to: Human Resources, Seventh-day Adventist Church 
(SPD) Ltd, Locked Bag 2014, Wahroonga, NSW, 2076, Australia; 
email <hr@adventist.org.au> or fax (02) 9489 0943. Applications 
close August 21, 2011.

To receive regular email updates go to 
<adventistemployment.org.au>

POSITIONS VACANT    For more vacant positions, go to  
<adventistemployment.org.au>

 Principal—Noosa Christian College (Prep—Year 12)—Seventh-
day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd is seeking ex-
pressions of interest for this key leadership position in this dynamic 
and growing school situated in the Sunshine Coast hinterland, 
commencing in 2012. Applicants should be practising Seventh-day 
Adventists committed to the ministry of Adventist Education and 
with relevant administrative experience. Please forward applica-
tions and resume to Tony Kent, Education Director, by email to 
<tkent@adventist.org.au>.

NOTICE BOARD



Strathalbyn nursing home. Mavis 
was one of 10 children and 
helped on the family farm follow-
ing the death of her father at an 
early age. She married Thomas 
Harold Brown on 28.6.1941, who 
predeceased her, together with 
her eldest daughter, Rhonda. She 
is survived by her daughters, Val-
da and Thelma; and grandsons, 
Ben and Karl. Mavis was a hard, 
thrifty worker with a dry sense 
of humour, who made many 
children’s clothes for the Dorcas 
Society at Tooperang church to 
send to the South Pacific Islands. 
Mavis had a strong, confident 
faith in her Saviour and we look 
forward to greeting her again 
soon, on Resurrection day.

Brenton Wilkinson

Cameron, Trixie, born 15.8.1912 
at Carlton, Vic; died 3.6.11 in Ad-
ventCare Whitehorse, Melbourne. 
In January 1952, she married 
Reginald. She was predeceased 
by her husband in 1977 and her 
son, Lawrence, in 2006. She is 
survived by her children, Phil 
(Nerang, Qld), Dorothy Hod-
der (Brisbane) and Ian (Sydney, 
NSW); 10 grandchildren; and 17 
great-grandchildren. Trixie was a 
woman of energy and faith, loved 
by all who knew her. She was 
always heavily involved in her 
church and now awaits the call of 
the Lifegiver.

Tony Campbell

Presecan, Petar, born 9.7.1933 
in Rogovac, Croatia; died 14.3.11 
after 10 years fighting an illness. 
He married Ljubica Gajdos in 
1957. In 1967, they and their 
children, Durdica, Duka, Zlatko 
and Slavica, moved to Aus-
tralia, where another child, Nada, 
was born. The family lived in 
Melbourne initially, but then they 
moved to Brisbane and finally to 
Stanthorpe where Petar spent 
the latter and the best years 
of his life on an orchard with 
his family. He was one of the 
pioneers and founders of what 
is today Summit church. His 
faithfulness and meek Christian 
character was well known to 
his family and friends, and all of 
the members of the Garden City 
Church in Brisbane where he 
spent his last years. 

Stott, Gladys Eugene, born 
12.4.1916 in Tas; died 16.6.11 
in AdventCare Whitehorse, 
Melbourne, Vic. She is survived 
by her nephew, Robert Stott 
(Ferntree Gully); niece, Janis 
Walsh (Greensborough); and 

adopted son, Peter Chelberg; and 
her great-nephews and great-
nieces. Glad was a much-loved 
disciple of God and gave her life 
in ministry to others, especially 
to children.

Tony Campbell

Tasker, Raymond Richard, born 
24.5.1941 at Lismore, NSW; died 
30.3.11 in Wyong. On 22.11.1939 
he married June at Pappinbarra. 
He was predeceased by Ronald. 
He is survived by his wife; Lorelle 
(Iluka), Sharon and Des Gillis 
(Cooranbong); Lorelle and Colin 
Graham (Inverell); Janette and 
Les Gale (Oxenford, Qld); 15 
grandchildren; and 34 great-
grandchildren. Ray was a quiet 
man who love his Lord and family 
supremely. He will be greatly 
missed by all who loved and 
knew him. He has the assurance 
that one day very soon he will 
hear the voice of his Master on 
that great resurrection morning.

Horrie Watts, John Lang

Wright, Christina (Chris), born 
23.7.1914 at Kyogle, NSW; died 
10.5.11 at Caroona Marima nursing 
home, Goonellabah. Chris was 
baptised by Pastor C.J.Richards in 
the river at South Lismore at age 
17. She remained a faithful Christian 
all of her life, contributing greatly to 
her church family at Lismore. She 
married Albert Reynold Wright on 
22.12.1943, who predeceased her 
on 4.12.1996 at the age of 89 years. 
Christina lived for her family and it 
is because of her unconditional love 
and unselfish nature that she will be 
sadly missed by those close to her.
Christina is survived by her sister, 
Jean, and her sons, Geoffrey, Barry 
and Ian, and their families. Awaiting 
the call of the Lifegiver. 

Beth McMurtry

ADVERTISEMENTS
San reunion. Anyone who 
started with either of the 
two classes who graduated 
in 1971 and other classes 
associated with that grad year, 
please email <san71reunion@

somewherenearhere.com> ASAP. 
We are inviting you to our 40th 
year reunion.

Data projectors, screens, 
DVDs, PA systems etc. Lower 
prices for Adventist churches, 
schools etc. Australia only. 
Contact Trish, (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 
3ABN. Complete satellite kit 
$265 + freight; prime signal areas 
in Australia only. Instructions 
for DIY installation. Installers 
available. Phone (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Is your Bible falling apart? Have 
it repaired by a professional 
bookbinder—any books, no 
matter what the condition, big or 
small. Visit <www.bookbinding.
com.au> or call Milton on 0438 
876 467.

For Sale: 29ac with 3 b/rm house 
+office, renovated. Solar hot 
water, 1kW solar grid system, 
40,000L tank water, 9x6 + 13x9 
sheds, three dams, fruit trees, 
vegie gardens. Gympie, Qld. 
$435,000. (07) 4819 9339.

Law firm in Sydney. JYP Legal 
is a law firm run by Adventist 
church member, Jane Park. Areas 
of law include property, wills and 
estates and family law. Please 
call (02) 9267 7171 or email 
<jane@successfulways.com.au>.
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YES! I want to support Signs

Over 50,000 Signs magazines for the NZ Rugby World Cup.

Thousands more waiting to be distributed in your neighbourhood.

Become part of the team – subscribe to Signs!

www.signsofthetimes.org.au

  I would like a year’s subscription (11 issues) to SIGNS OF THE TIMES for the low price of $A25 
($NZ30).*

BILLING / SHIPPING DETAILS

Name:

Address:

Suburb:                    P/code:

Email:     Phone:   

  I would like to send a gift subscription to:

Name:

Address:

Suburb:               P/code:

  I would like to sponsor Signs’ 
5-Star Outreach Projects (various 

throughout  the South Pacific). 

____ (number) @ $A20 ($NZ 24) each

                           Total $ _____

PAYMENT METHOD*

Total Amount         AUS      NZ     $ _______________

  Cheque/ Money Order (Please make cheques payable to 
“Signs Publishing Company” and return with this form)

  Credit Card: (tick card)                Visa           Mastercard    

Card Number

    

Exp: ___ / ___

Name on card (please print):  

Signature: 

*Contact us for more payment options.
Please note: Prices include postage and GST where applicable. The personal information 
collected by Signs of the Times is only used to process and manage your subscription. It will 
never be shared with any third party. Contact us to request a copy of our privacy policy.

✃

Simply complete and post this coupon to:  AUSTRALIA PO Box 201, Warburton, Victoria 3799
 NEW ZEALAND PO Box 97-019, Manukau City, Manukau 2240

Or subscribe online at: www.signsofthetimes.org.au

Pass it on!


