








able from the Canadian government, 
which reduces the number of students 
who can afford to study outside their 
home country. These tertiary institu-
tions assist students with applying to 
the ACA schools, and accept the cred-
its earned during the year abroad. 
LSU—perhaps because of its history 
with the program—particularly rec-
ognizes the accomplishments of ACA 
graduates by providing them with a 
graduation sash embroidered with the 
flag of the country in which they 
studied. 

“The ACA program is one of the 
best examples of a synergetic connec-
tion between colleges,” says Larry 
Blackmer, chair of the ACA board and 
vice president for education for the 
North American Division. “The pro-
gram provides students at U.S. colleges 
with enough credit hours for them to 
earn a major or a minor in a language, 
without the cost to the American 
schools of hiring additional language 
professors. And smaller Adventist col-
leges, such as those in Europe, are 
given a boost with their yearly enroll-
ments. Everyone comes out a winner—
particularly the students who learn 
not only a second language but how 
people live and communicate in a cul-
ture very different from their own.”

What Do the Students Think?
Each ACA school is unique in its 

culture and surroundings; they also 
differ in their rules. Some lean toward 
traditional dorm policies that include 
curfews and dorm room restrictions 
regarding media—television, Internet 
access, and so forth; others are more 
lenient. But these variations don’t 
seem to affect the overall experience 
of the ACA students.

“The atmosphere and the close-
knit classes and the relationships you 
build here—they’re unforgettable,” 
says J. C. Carreon (LSU), who 
attended Bogenhofen in Austria dur-
ing the 2010-2011 school year. “The 
teachers encourage us; they really 
want to see us succeed. It’s like a fam-
ily away from home.”

Another plus of Bogenhofen, stu-
dents say, is its central location to the 
rest of Europe. With a train station 
within walking distance and situated 
only a few hours’ travel time from cit-
ies such as Vienna, Berlin, Frankfurt, 
and Munich, the students can get in a 
lot of sightseeing. Campus diversity 
also adds to the experience. About 20 
nationalities are represented among 
the total student body of 150.

Jeff Stahlnecker (WWU), an ACA 
student at Friedensau in Germany, 

says he immediately felt accepted on 
campus and got involved. “People are 
really open and easy to talk to,” he 
says. Stahlnecker conceded that the 
seclusion of Friedensau, which is nes-
tled in a forest, is sometimes a chal-
lenge. “It’s a long distance to the near-
est town,” he says. He compensated by 
taking up mountain biking. “There’s 
also a ropes course and lots of sports 
and other activities to get involved 
with,” he says. Twice-weekly bus trips 
into the nearest town and once a 
month to Berlin also help dispel any 
feelings of isolation. 

The opportunity to travel through-
out Europe is one of the leading draws 
of study abroad. During the past 
school year ACA students at Villa 
Aurora in Italy, participated in more 
than 10 ACA trips. Among those were 
visits to Venice, Sicily, Naples, Milan, 
and Rome. Travel to other European 
countries on weekends and during 
school breaks is convenient and inex-
pensive. Flights on some airlines 
within the European Union are as low 
as 20 euros (US$28.62) one way.

“If you want to learn something 
about yourself, live for a while in a for-
eign country,” Timothy Hucks (AU), of 
Rochester, New York, says. “You find 
out what things you take for granted. 

Left to right: Villa Aurora Italian Adventist College.
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The way you live your life is entirely 
different from the way they live theirs. 
You learn things—how to slow down, 
how to change for other people.”

Villa Aurora is particularly historic. 
The oldest building on campus, which 
serves as the girls’ dormitory and the 
cafeteria, is centuries old. Following 
World War II the school property and 
original three buildings were pur-
chased with funds from the Adventist 
Church’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering. 

The school’s ACA director, Antoni-
etta Riviello, says that art is one of 
Villa Aurora’s leading inducements. 
“Seventy percent of the entire world’s 
art is in Italy,” she says. 

Californian Casey Bartlett (PUC), 
who attended Sagunto in Spain, 
described his time abroad as eye-
opening. “Sometimes we live in a 
small box, but when you open that 
box, you realize that there’s so much 
more out there,” he says.

Spanish Adventist Seminary ACA 
director Juan Antonio López has 
worked at the college for more than 40 
years. The ACA program has been in 
existence there for about 30 years. 
López advises students who are consid-
ering study abroad to learn the basics 
of the language beforehand, and  to 
plan not to speak English on campus.

“They must immerse themselves in 
the language while here,” López says. 
“Listen to radio stations in Spanish. 
Surf Spanish sites on the Internet. And 
don’t be afraid of making friends or 
making mistakes.”

Kenneth Wright of Florida 
attended Sagunto College as an ACA 
student during the 1993-1994 school 
year. This was followed by a summer at 
Southeast Asia Union College in Sin-
gapore. “It was the best year of my col-
lege experience,” he says. Now a sales 
representative for Medtronic Neuro-
modulation, Wright describes being 
fluent in Spanish as a “tremendous 
asset” for his career. “The cultural 
immersion and international travel 
provided a fresh perspective of myself 
and the world we live in,” he says.

Eliel Cruz-López (AU) spent the 
2010-2011 school year at the Adven-
tist University of France in Collon-
ges. He describes the location as 
“wonderful. When you wake up in the 
morning and see Lake Geneva out 
your window—it’s just gorgeous.” He 
does miss some of the comforts and 
conveniences of home, though, 
including his car and cell phone. 

For André Murray (AU), of 
Orlando, Florida, Collonges’ biggest 
plus is the diversity among teachers. 
“One is Polish, one is French, and 
another is German,” Murray says. 
“They all have different outlooks and 
teaching styles, which help when you 
incorporate that into learning a differ-
ent language, because you’re not just 
learning it from a textbook.”

Collonges ACA director Daniela 
Gelbrich says another perk of ACA is 
that students live in an Adventist envi-
ronment with others who share the 
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Above: GRADUATION HONOR: La Sierra University provides ACA student 
graduates with a sash embroidered with the flag of the country in which 
they studied.

Left to right: River Plate Adventist University;  
Spanish Adventist Seminary (Sagunto).



same beliefs and values. She adds that 
Collonges is “a beautiful campus in 
the heart of Europe. We are at the feet 
of the Alps. Students can ski and 
snowboard in the winter and hike and 
go rock climbing in the summer. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity.”

With a total enrollment of some 
3,000 students, River Plate in Argen-
tina is the largest of the ACA schools. 
Between 50 to 80 ACA students attend 
there each year. The program has been 
part of its curriculum since 1995, and 
the school’s ACA director, Haroldo 
Brouchy, has been intricately involved 
for most of that time. 

“The skill of speaking Spanish flu-
ently as a second language opens up a 
broad range of career opportunities,” 
Brouchy says. “There is a great need of 
Spanish translators and interpreters, 
especially in the U.S., and it can provide 
more opportunities to serve the church 
in various parts of the world.” Brouchy 
also emphasizes the advantages of being 
part of a globalized, multicultural soci-

ety: greater divergent thinking, and an 
increased understanding of, and com-
passion for, other cultures.

Jeena Foronda (SAU), of North 
Potomac, Maryland, spent last school 
year at River Plate. She describes each 
day she spent there as a new adventure.

“There was so much to learn and 
discover,” she says. “Letting myself 
open up and soak in a new and differ-
ent culture was an opportunity I will 
never regret or forget.” 

Unexpected Benefits
Ferreira concurs with Brouchy that 

the benefits of study abroad are not 
exclusive to those who want to be lan-
guage teachers. Having a year of for-
eign study on a résumé can open 
unexpected doors, as well. One former 
ACA student—now a lawyer—who 
attended Bogenhofen for two years 
told Ferreira that he initially was ac-
cepted into Yale University because  
of his study abroad. Administration, 
he said, cited his years in Austria as 

the entry that grabbed their attention. 
Ferreira’s own son, she says, 

obtained a high-ranking position at 
the United Nations because of his abil-
ity to speak more than one language. 

“Language is very important now-
adays,” Ferreira says. “We have to think 
in terms of jobs and not just academ-
ics. Many of today’s church leaders are 
former ACA students, so knowing 
more than one language is useful in all 
fields of life—including service to a 
global church.” ■

To learn more about Adventist Col-
leges Abroad, go to www.aca-noborders.
org, or call the ACA office at the North 
American Division headquarters in Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland, United States,  at 
301-680-6444.

Because of visa restrictions, students are not able to work 
during their year abroad. Some internships, though, such 
as teaching English at local elementary and high schools, 
are available to them. At Spanish Adventist Seminary, ACA 
student Anne Leah D. Guía taught Spanish to African refugees 
living in a shelter named La Casa Nueva, which is supported 
by the Catholic Church, Spain’s Department of Health, and 
ADRA (Adventist Development and Relief Agency). Spanish 
Adventist Seminary alumnus Cristian Pancorbo helps to run 
the community of 69 men who call the place home. 

“We have showers, water, electricity, and washing machines for 
them at the shelter,” Pancorbo says. “Trucks bring in the water. We 
give them food such as flour, tomatoes, and rice twice a month.”

Teaching supplies for the refugees are also limited. “I don’t 
have a whiteboard or anything,” Guía says. “It’s really primitive. 
But in reality, all you need is a room and the enthusiasm to learn a 
different language.”

ACA
Outreach
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Top: A UNIQUE CLASS: ACA 
student Anne Leah D. Guía with 
two of her students at La Casa Nueva  
Right: DIRECTOR: Spanish Adventist Seminary alumnus 
Cristian R. Pancorbo is director of the refugee shelter.
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Future
god’s  remnant

Lookıng Back
Into the

N U M B E R  1 3

    By 
Richard W. Medina 
   and 
Rubia B. Medina

Every year Jews, Christians, Mus-
lims, and Druzes visit a cave, 
traditionally identified as Eli-

jah’s, nestled on Mount Carmel, to 
pray for special favors and make vows 
to God. Nowadays many have reduced 
religious life to prayers and vows in a 
shrine or chapel, being indifferent to 
living the message found in God’s 
Word. In contrast, the Bible tells of a 
remnant, that is, a minority of believ-
ers who keep God’s instructions, 
including the Ten Commandments, 
and trust in the prophetic word or 
Spirit of Prophecy (Rev. 12:17; 19:10; 
2 Peter 1:19), which,  Adventists 
believe, has been manifested in the 
ministry of Ellen G. White. 

As a way of looking back into the 
future, the Old Testament narratives 
of King Ahab, Obadiah, and the 
widow of Zarephath help us, through 
contrast and comparison, to get a 
glimpse of the character of the end-
time remnant of God. 

Transgression of the  
Indivisible Truth

The admonition “Trust in the Lord 
your God and you will be upheld, and 

trust in His prophets and succeed” 
suggests that the Word of God and the 
prophetic word constitute one indivis-
ible truth (2 Chron. 20:5-20).1 In the 
case of Ahab and his people, this truth 
somehow was ignored. Scripture says 
that the people (including the king) 
transgressed the “commandments of 
the Lord,”2 and rejected Elijah the 
prophet (1 Kings 19:10, 14; 16:30; 
18:18; 21:20, 22, 25). They worshipped 
Baal, even going to the extreme of 
building a temple for him in Samaria 
and making standing (wooden/stone) 
images of him (1 Kings 16:31-33; 
18:22, 24; 2 Kings 10:26, 27). Most 
likely they profaned the Sabbath as 
well. When trying to gain control of 
Naboth’s vineyard, the king, the elders, 
and the townsmen took God’s name 
in vain, embraced covetousness, and 
engaged in false witness, murder, and 
theft (1 Kings 21:8-16, 19). Even more 
troublesome, Ahab considered Elijah a 
troublemaker and personal enemy, 
often opposing his mission (1 Kings 
19:1; 18:17; cf. 21:20; 22:17, 29). In 
our everyday interpersonal relation-
ships, how often do we become vic-
tims of our own ideas and ambitions 

and resist living the commandments? 
How do we relate to the counsel of 
God’s prophet(s)?

Veneration of the  
Complacency Cult

One may wonder why the Baal cult 
was so attractive for Ahab and his 
people. In the ancient world Baal was 
the Canaanite storm god and the lord 
of the sky, who provided rain and fer-
tility. He was also the warrior who 
fought against Yam (the sea god) and 
Mot (the god of death). That he was 
worshipped in lieu of the Lord in 
Israel demonstrates that people 
believed that he possessed similar 
power to that of God or even more. 
The Baal cult demanded vows of liba-
tions and animal sacrifices as well as 
prayers. In turn it offered the worship-
per “moral freedom,” a licentious life. 
This explains why Ahab served Baal 
and thus did evil before the Lord (1 
Kings 21:20, 25). The outcome of this 
apostasy was severe drought and fam-
ine that reached even to Zarephath (1 
Kings 17:1, 7; 18:2, 18). It seems that 
Baal is still around today, though 
dressed in new garments and bearing 
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The universal church is composed of all who truly believe 
in Christ, but in the last days, a time of widespread apostasy, a 
remnant has been called out to keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus. This remnant announces the arrival of the 
judgment hour, proclaims salvation through Christ, and heralds the 

approach of His second advent. This proclamation is symbolized by the three angels of Revelation 14; it coincides with the work 
of judgment in heaven and results in a work of repentance and reform on earth. Every believer is called to have a personal part 
in this worldwide witness. (Rev. 12:17; 14:6-12; 18:1-4; 2 Cor. 5:10; Jude 3, 14; 1 Peter 1:16-19; 2 Peter 3:10-14; Rev. 21:1-14.)

Remnant
and ItsMıssion

�����

Richard W. Medina and his wife, Rubia, 
are graduate students at Hebrew Univer-
sity, Jerusalem, Israel. Richard studies 
Semitic languages, and Rubia pursues 
Islamic and Middle Eastern studies.
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the name of science, technology, or 
the entertainment industry. If it meets 
my needs, if it provides a sense of 
belonging and security, it must 
work—and God’s commandments 
and His prophetic message may sound 
awkward or old-fashioned! Have you 
also experienced the superficiality and 
emptiness of modernity’s cult?

Living of the Indivisible Truth
When the majority had opted for a 

self-centered living after Baal, the Lord 
preserved a faithful remnant. He 
“caused to remain in Israel 7,000, all 
whose knees did not bow to Baal and 
all whose mouths did not kiss him” (1 
Kings 19:18). Among them was Oba-
diah, the steward of Ahab’s palace. He 
revered the Lord greatly from his 
youth and trusted in his prophet (1 
Kings 18:3, 7, 8, 12, 16). Even risking 
his own life, “when Jezebel was killing 
the Lord’s prophets, Obadiah took a 
hundred prophets and hid them by 
fifties in a cave and provided them 
with food and water” (1 Kings 18:4; 
see also verse 13). In the same way, a 
non-Israelite widow along with her 
household, including a number of 
relatives and servants, worshipped the 
Lord (1 Kings 17:15, 17). They lived in 
the Phoenician city-state of 
Zarephath, close to Sidon (in modern 
Lebanon), under the government of 

Jezebel’s father, King Ethbaal (1 Kings 
16:31; 17:9).3 Consistent with the 
meaning of the king’s name, Baal was 
the national god of Zarephath. In spite 
of the religious status quo, the widow 
courageously chose to serve the Lord 
(verse 9). Accordingly, her household’s 
needs of food and water, safety, love, 
and esteem were amply met when 
elsewhere there was only despair 
(verses 15, 16). The Zarephathian 
woman was not a neophyte. She long 
believed in God and was familiar with 
the view of divine retributive justice. 
Before Elijah she confessed: “The Lord 
is living” (1 Kings 17:1, 12); and faced 
with the sudden death of her child, 
she said: “You have come to me to 
recall my iniquity” (1 Kings 17:18; cf. 
Ps. 109:14; Isa. 64:8; Jer. 14:10; Hosea 
8:13; 9:9). 

Whereas Ahab and his people 
transgressed the Ten Commandments, 
this remnant lived faithfully serving 
others. The stories of the Zarepha-
thian woman and Obadiah in  
particular are sandwiched within  
the Ahab narrative (1 Kings 16:28-
22:40) to contrast the true character 
of living faith with the emptiness of 
pagan religiosity in a time of theologi-
cal polarization, natural catastrophes, 
and political unrest—somehow this 
list sounds very familiar! In a word, 
they prefigure the individuals who 

characterize the end-time remnant. 
By living the commandments of 

God and having confidence in the 
prophetic word, we too find security, 
comfort, and guidance in life. The 
worship of “Baal,” disguised in what-
ever form of idolatry, may be alluring, 
but soon becomes a self-destructive 
choice. Our mission is to live and pro-
claim divine truth. “At all times and in 
all places” “God’s denominated people 
are to take a firm stand under the ban-
ner of truth.”4 This is a call to a faith-
ful remnant! n

1 All translations from Scripture in this article are the authors’ 
own.
2 The compound “the commandments of the Lord” appears six 
times as the object of obedience for the possession of the land 
(1 Chron. 28:8), as transgressed (1 Sam. 13:13; 2 Kings 17:19; 2 
Chron. 24:20) or abandoned (1 Kings 18:18; 2 Kings 17:16) by 
the kings and the people.
3 Ironically, Ethbaal’s name means “with Baal.”
4 Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases, vol. 4, p. 246.
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B I B L E  Q U E S T I O N S

Q U E S T I O N :  What were seraphim?

The meaning of the Hebrew term ś-ar-aph (plural,  
śer-aphîm) is uncertain. Most suggest that it is derived 
from the verb ś-ar-aph, which means “to burn com-

pletely.” The noun ś-ar-aph would then mean “the burning/
fiery one.” Many believe that the term designates a serpent-
like creature, but this is far from certain. We have to exam-
ine the biblical evidence and the different uses of the term.

1. Śer-aphîm and Serpents: A number of passages associate 
śer-aphîm with serpents. As  
a result of the Israelites’ 
rebellion in the wilderness 
the Lord sent “venomous 
[śer-aphîm] snakes among 
them” (Num. 21:6).* After 
the people confessed their 
sin, the Lord ordered Moses 
“to make a snake [ś-ar-aph] 
and put it up on a pole” 
(verse 8). In this last verse 
the term ś-ar-aph refers back 
to the full phrase “venom-
ous [śer-aphîm] snakes.” In 
Deuteronomy 8:15 the wil-
derness is described as a 
“thirsty and waterless land, 
with its  
venomous snakes [n-ach-aš  
ś-ar-aph, literally, “seraph  
snake”] and scorpions.”

The question is, what is the meaning of the term seraph in 
these passages? It is used as an adjective designating a specific 
type of serpent. Based on the meaning of the verbal form, ś-ar-

aph would designate a snake whose bite causes a burning sen-
sation, a severe inflammation of the skin that kills a person, 
i.e., a venomous serpent.

2. Śer-aphîm as Heavenly Beings: In Isaiah 6 the term  
ś-ar-aph is applied to heavenly beings. We should keep some 
details in mind. First, the term snake is not used in this 
chapter. Second, the term is used as a noun. Third, the 
form of this being is fundamentally human. The two sera-
phim had faces, hands, and feet, and were able to sing and 
communicate through language, i.e., they were rational 
beings (verses 2, 6, 7). They had six wings and could fly; 
they were angelic beings. Fourth, they had a specific func-
tion. They were “above” the throne of God; perhaps hover-
ing over it, or standing around it as royal guards ready to 
serve the Lord. More specifically, it was their role to pro-
claim the holiness of the Lord and to minister on behalf of 

sinners in the heavenly temple (verses 3, 7). Their deport-
ment expresses a spirit of humility and reverence in the 
presence of the Lord.

Why are they called śer-aphîm? The verb “to burn”  
(ś-ar-aph) could express the idea of brightness, suggesting 
that the seraphim were angelic beings of extraordinary 
brightness or fiery appearance. Perhaps their brightness, 
their six wings, and their position with respect to the 
throne of God distinguish them from cherubim, who are 
often associated with the throne of God.

3. Śer-aphîm and Demonic 
Beings: Two passages in Isa-
iah associate seraphim with 
evil. This may go back to the 
experience of Israel in the 
wilderness. The wilderness 
in the Bible is a symbol of 
death and a residence for 
demons. The Israelites, who 
during the time of Isaiah 
were asking Egypt for sup-
port, are described as going 
through the desert, “a land 
of hardship and distress, of 
lions and lionesses, of adders 
and darting snakes [ś-ar-aph 
mec-oph-eph, literally, “flying 
serpents”]” (Isa. 30:6).

Animals could be used 
as symbols of the demonic 
(e.g., Ps. 7:2; 1 Peter 5:8), 

and the prophet could be suggesting that the road to Egypt 
is one where demonic powers reside. In this case “the flying 
seraph” would represent evil angelic powers (see Isa. 30:7, 
where Egypt is identified with Rahab, a demonic monster 
defeated by the Lord [Ps. 89:10]). In Isaiah 14:29 the Philis-
tines should not rejoice, because a king worse than the oth-
ers will come; he will be like a “flying seraph.” Neither in 
Isaiah 30:6 nor in 14:29 is the seraph identified with a ser-
pent. In both cases it flies and is a symbol of evil that could 
stand for demonic powers operating within history. This 
may suggest that Lucifer was supported by seraphim.

On the positive side, think about the reverence and 
humility displayed by seraphim, who, glorious in appear-
ance, choose to cover their bodies in order to proclaim that 
only the One sitting on the throne deserves all glory. ■

* All Bible texts referred to in this article are from the Holy Bible, New International Version. 
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Angel Manuel Rodríguez is former director of the Biblical  
Research Institute of the General Conference.
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DivineHere is a question: have you ever 
had the proverbial carpet 
pulled out from under your 

feet? If not, and you feel like you need or 
would like this experience, have a baby. 

It is Tuesday midmorning and I am 
not as late as usual for Lukas’s appoint-
ment with his wonderful pediatrician. 
As we hunch over my child, examining 
his recently worsened atopic dermatitis, 
Dr. Hwang presents me with two 
options for my 4-month-old son. She 
tells me I can (a) see a skin specialist 
who will prescribe a cortisone cream, or 
(b) cut all forms of dairy from my diet. 
I cringe. Don’t get me wrong, I would 
die for my son, but dying to self for the 
benefit of my son, now that seems like 
an entirely different kettle of fish. 

Vaguely aware of the rest of the 
conversation about inoculations, my 
mind turns to the steaming hot but-
tered toast; crunchy granola with 
thick, creamy yogurt; gooey, cheesy 
homemade pizza and tall glasses of 
cold milk, all of which I will appar-
ently not be partaking of in the near 
future. I briefly contemplate smearing 
the cream on my son’s arms and being 
done with it—haven’t other kids sur-
vived cortisone? I feel guilty and sorry 
for myself, at the same time. 

Thirty minutes, three immuniza-
tions, and a lot of money later, I 
lament my plight to my dear husband 
as we fold the stroller and heave it into 
the back of the car. His response leaves 
me internally rolling my eyes at him as 
he reminds me that he had already 

Osuggested this a few weeks ago. I 
remember how much I hate it when 
he is right. He is right often, about a 
lot of things. I sigh. 

I Get It, Lord
As we go about our business for the 

rest of the afternoon, all I can think 
about are the things I will not be eat-
ing. Now mind you, there really are not 
that many things to exclude: butter—
OK—lots of butter, plain yogurt, 
cheese, cream, and milk. I have not 
forgotten chocolate, ice cream, cookies, 
cake, and such likes. The truth is I 
stopped eating all those things a long 
time ago. 

Twenty-four hours later, while 
Lukas is happily enjoying his new 
dairy-free breast milk for lunch, I 
stumble, clearly not by accident, across 
1 Corinthians 2:9: “Eye has not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love him.” It 
pre-sents one of those moments of 
clarity in which you are afforded 
glimpses of yourself and you plainly 
discern the hand of God is in control. 
In a flash the Lord presents me with the 
past decade of my life, and it feels like I 
hear Him ask, Do you see now, My 
child? I have come this far by His grace, 
and suddenly the dairy-devoid future 
seems a little less daunting. Lord, I have 
come so far. Through Your help and 
guidance, I have grown so much. Thank 
You. 

I think back to a little more than 

12 years ago 
when I was an 
opinionated, chain-
smoking vegan. The irony
of the latter combination never 
struck me until someone pointed it 
out. Now the thought brings to mind 
the saying that there are none so blind 
as those who will not see. But thank-
fully the Lord gives us light and is 
always ready to lead us and guide us. 

A few years and an amazing series 
of transforming circumstances later, I 
was now an Adventist, opinionated, 
self-righteous, rather overweight 
vegan thanks to inordinate amounts of 
vegan chocolate, ice cream, cookies, 
and cakes. But at least I was vegan, I 
told myself. I had turned into quite a 
fanatic. Thankfully, the Lord is gra-
cious and the people He brought into 
my life were kind, merciful, and obvi-
ously very longsuffering as I explained 
the benefits of the dairy-free life, 
expounded on the evils of the state of 
affairs in modern-day animal hus-
bandry, and pontificated on the theo-
logical implications of cream-slathered 
dessert choices, among other things. 

Living a Congruent— 
and Grateful—Life

Despite being the prime example of 
what not to do (as a vegan and Chris-
tian), the incongruity of my lifestyle did 
not strike me until a rather chubby veg-

Dichotomy
     By 
Maike Stepanek
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to feast on for years to come. 
Indeed, “Eye has not seen, nor ear 

heard, nor have entered into the heart of 
man the things which God has prepared 
for those who love him.” I am so thankful 
that Jesus was not only willing to die for 
me, but also died to self for my benefit. 
That thought alone fills me with joy 
and encouragement. God truly has our 
best interests at heart, and all things do 
work out for the good of those called 
according to His purpose. It never 
ceases to amaze me how the Lord has 
changed my heart. My boy’s skin should 
hopefully clear up none too soon, and 
he will hear of my journey somewhere 
along the line. I long to tell him about 
his God, the one who has loved him 
since his conception and wants what is 
best for him and changes hearts and 
minds to get that done. And for me, 
instead of thinking with trepidation 
about the future, I am quite excited. I 
wonder what the Lord has up His sleeve 
next. Honestly—I think it may have 
something to do with exercise. n

Maike Stepanek, her 
husband Brian, and little 
Lukas lived in Ilsan, Ko-
rea, at the time of writing 

this article. They just moved to Thailand, 
where Brian is continuing his studies and 
Maike enjoys being a full-time mom on 
the campus of Asia-Pacific International 
University.

etarian with well-rounded jowls expli-
cated on the health benefits of meat-
free living. On his recent trip to Singa-
pore, he had explained, in no uncertain 
terms, to a meat-eating poster child for 
well-being, how he was the healthier of 
the two because of his abstinence from 
anything with a mother. I was stunned 
and mortified, not at his ignorance but 
at mine. After I cringed in horror, I 
praised the Lord for this eye-opener 
and tried hard at reformation. 

Then two and a half years ago, the 
morning after a night of sugar-filled 
indiscretion, I finally began to see what 
my husband had been trying to 
explain to me for quite some time. As 
anger boiled over inside me for no 
apparent reason one moment and hot, 
inexplicable tears ran down my cheeks 
the next, I realized that what Brian had 
been telling me was true. Sugar seemed 
to have an adverse effect on me. After 
every sugar-laced, sickly sweet indul-
gence I turned into either a roaring 

Divine
monster or a blubbering, whining nui-
sance—my words, not his—I am mar-
ried to a wise man. I turned to my 
trusted friend, the Internet, and 
googled “sugar-sensitive,” and there in 
all its inglorious splendor was spelled 
out the story of my life—an entire 
community of individuals, like me, 
with naturally low beta-endorphins 
low serotonin levels, and volatile blood 
sugar. I’ll spare you the drama of the 
next five days of withdrawal symp-
toms, nausea, and rage. A mere week 
later I was a different person, and my 
husband had a new wife. Again, I 
thanked God for His help, and those 
who had the privilege, or terror, of  
living through the experience  
alongside me can testify to the change 
that one food item can bring to a 
whole group of people. Trips to the 
ice-cream parlor with friends turned 
into walks around the park and other 
interesting activities, with the added 
benefit of shed pounds and memories 

Devotıon
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Two of the most positive emotions in our human experi-
ence are thanksgiving and joy. They promote health and 

bring vitality to our entire system. The late world renowned 
scientist, Hans Selye of Montreal, once said that of all the 
emotions gratitude is the most powerful in reducing stress 
and promoting longevity. We don’t meet many healthy peo-
ple in the latter years of their lives who have a sour disposi-
tion. Have you ever noticed that you are naturally attracted 
to people who live a life of thanksgiving? You may never have 
met them before, but you’re naturally drawn to them. In this 
month’s study we will discover what the Bible says about 
living with a grateful heart and a thankful spirit.

1  Read Psalm 95:2, 3. Describe David’s source  
of rejoicing and thanksgiving. Compare this with 
Psalm 26:6, 7.

2  What did David believe at a very existential level 
that kept him in a spirit of gratitude and praise? Read 
Psalm 71:6.

3  Describe the link Paul made between grace and 
thankfulness in 2 Corinthians 9:14; 15? Is grace 
always enough to be thankful for—even in difficult 
and trying times?

4  How all-encompassing was this spirit of praise and 
thanksgiving for Paul? What was Paul’s attitude, even 
when facing unusual trials?
“Giving thanks for all things to God the Father in the name of 
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
“Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4).

5  Besides praising God for His goodness, what 
other trait did Paul cultivate as a source of praise?
“For what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the joy with 
which we rejoice for your sake before our God?” (1 Thess. 3:9).
“First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world” (Rom. 1:8).

Paul looked for the good in the people around him, and 
developed an attitude of thanksgiving for their friendship. 
In the passages above he expresses his thanksgiving that the 
churches at Rome and Thessalonica were faithful to the 
cause of Christ. What a positive trait to cultivate! 

6  What additional concept led David to be thank-
ful? Is this still relevant in the twenty-first century?
“That I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell 
of Your wondrous works” (Ps. 26:7).
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament 
shows His handiwork” (Ps. 19:1).
“I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well” 
(Ps. 139:14).

In this month’s lesson we have studied the attitudes of two 
significant Bible characters, David and Paul. Their hearts 
were filled with thanksgiving because they knew that in 
spite of whatever happened to them, God was still in con-
trol. They looked away from the challenges of this life to 
God’s works and His Word. They praised Him for His 
goodness revealed in creation and for the friendships He 
brought into their lives. They praised God not because they 
didn’t have any trials, but in spite of their trials. They culti-
vated thankful hearts and joyous attitudes.

Their lives were a tribute to God’s amazing grace. We, 
too, can live lives of joyous thanksgiving and praise to the 
One who created us and everything in this world; the One 
who has given us redemption through Jesus Christ, 
brought wonderful friends into our lives and is planning an 
eternal home in heaven for us. These are powerful reasons 
to, “rejoice in the Lord always.” ■

B I B L E  S T U D Y

Discovering the

Joy
Thanksgiving      By 

Mark A. Finley

of
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ANNIVERSARY

Olsen. Roy and Kathleen (nee 
McLeod) were married 60 
years ago on 10.10.1951 at 
the Ponsonby Church, 

Auckland, New Zealand. They have been 
blessed with six children Trevor (NZ), Glenda 
(NSW), Raewynne (Qld), Melvin (NSW), 
Graham (NSW) and David (WA), 18 
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren; 23 
great-grandchildren; and a great-great 
grandchild. Roy served the church in various 
capacities, first as a Literature Evangelist for 
13 years, with Sanitarium Retail for 15 years, 
then as a lay church leader for 23 years in 
Wellsford Church Company, North NZ. Upon 
retirement Roy and Kathleen shifted to 
Cooranbong and currently are very active 
within the Memorial Church. Close family 
and friends gathered together to celebrate 
their diamond wedding anniversary at the 
Alton Villas Activities Centre. 

WEDDINGS

Hablethwaite-Jansen. Daniel 
Hablethwaite, eldest son of 
Brett and Dagmar Hab-
lethwaite (Frankston, Vic) and 

Stephanie Jansen, daughter of Kim and Ray 
Jansen (Winchelsea), were married 10.4.11 at 
Geelong church.

Frank Boniface

Strawbridge—Rielly. Nathan 
Strawbridge, son of Graeme 
and Meryl Strawbridge, and 
Alexandra Rielly, daughter of 

Gary and Louanne Rielly, were married 3.7.11 
in a beautiful ceremony at New Plymouth 
church, NZ. Nathan and Alex will begin their 
married life in Wellington.

Wells—Platt. Dave Wells, son 
of Lori Wells and Mark and 
Torri Wells (all of Los 
Angeles, California), and 

Pamela Platt, daughter of Jan and Perry Platt 
(Carwar, NSW), were married 2.8.11 at 
Shangri-La Fiji Resort. 

OBITUARIES

Bernoth, Doris Winifred (Dot), born 15.4.1923; 
died 24.9.11. She was predeceased by her 
son, Grahame. She is survived by her chil-
dren, Rose-Mae, Brenda and Malcolm; her 
grandchildren, Benita, Ashley, Simon, Kristi-
rose, Emily and Tristan; and great-grandchil-
dren, Bella-Star, Ellie and Jet. A life dedicated 
to service...forever in our hearts.

Athal Tolhurst, Alwin Hilton, Iorangi Eiao

Brown, Beryl Jean (nee Mc Lennan), born 
22.7.1921 at Lismore NSW; doed 3.10.11 at 
Lismore. On 21.4.1942 she married Wellington 
Brown. He predeceased her on 9.8.1991. She 
is survived by Allan Brown (Perth, WA), Adele 

McMahon (Goonellabah, NSW) and Nigel 
Brown (Brisbane, Qld). Beryl was a much 
loved wife, mother, grandmother and great-
grandmother. She was faithful to her God and 
will be sadly missed by family and friends.

David Kosmeier

Harker, Barbara Rosemary (nee Cambell), 
born 19.3.1935 in Melbourne, Vic; died 
suddenly 18.9.11 at Frankston Vic Hospital. 
She attended Hawthorn Adventist School. 
On 10.3.1954 she married Don Harker, who 
predeceased her. She is survived by children, 
Gary, Peter, Wayne and Sue Round, and 
their spouses (all of Vic); 11 grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren; siblings, Garth Colin 
Cambell and Margutte Robb; nieces; nephews; 
and many cousins. She was a secretary for 
many years to a real estate business and 
supported her husband with his fire brigade 
work. She also fostered several children at 
times. She was much loved by her family and 
friends.

Johanson, Keith Walter, born 27.7.1919 at 
Wahroonga, NSW; died 19.9.11 at Warbur-
ton, Vic. Keith’s father and grandparents 
were among the first Adventists to move to 
Warburton and since 1926 Keith has called 
Warburton home. He served the church as 
elder for more than 50 years as well as work-
ing in most departments, contributing to the 
development of the new church, school and 
aged-care facilities. He worked at Signs Pub-
lishing and later at Sanitarium in Sydney. Dur-
ing WWII Keith spent some time in the army 
and after completing an aircraft engineering 
course, moved to Melbourne to work for 
Ansett Airways. In 1942, he transferred to the 
timber industry. Keith was involved in many 
areas of business and continued to support 
the church throughout his life with his talents 
and means. He will be most remembered for 
his outstanding care and generosity to the 
young people of the church and community. 
Keith recently described as the highlight of 
his lifetime, meeting and marrying Joan (now 
deceased) in 1943 and having three children, 
Dale (Rudge), Peter and Nerida. He was won-
derfully supportive and much loved.

Donald E Bain

Mayhew, Valerie Ada, born 1922 in Ballarat, 
Vic; died 2.10.2011 in Napier, NZ. She is 
survived by her daughters, Pam and Julie; her 
grandchildren; and great-grandchildren. Val 
made a tremendous contribution throughout 
her life to Adventist education in Palmerston 
North, Auckland and Napier. She then had the 
role of acting Adventist education director for 
New Zealand over the 12 months prior to her 
retirement. Beyond retirement, she remained 
involved at Parkside Christian Adventist 
School, right through to her 80th year. Val is 
remembered by many as a genuinely loving, 
prayerful storyteller and teacher, who loved 
Jesus.

Hugh Heenan, Anton van Wyk

McGill, Marelene Rose (nee Hayden), born 
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28.10.1941 in Auckland, NZ; 
died 16.7.11 in Sydney Adventist 
Hospital, NSW. She married Alan 
McGill, 21.2.1971 at Mont Albert 
church, Vic. She is survived by 
her husband (Gosford); and her 
children, Donna McGill (Gosford) 
and Brett and his wife, Angela. 
Until her retirement in 2006, 
Marlene worked as a secretary at 
Sydney Adventist Hospital. She 
was a gentle, caring person who 
was loved and respected by all 
who knew her. Marlene will be 
sadly missed by her family and 

friends.
Vern Parmenter, Eric Greenwell

Norman, Marianne (nee Stock), 
born 4.8.1930 in Wassalfingen, 
Germany; died 12.9.11 at Mod-
bury Hospice, SA. She married 
Harold on 28.11.1999. She is 
survived by her husband (High-
bury) and daughter, Ruby Giles. 
Marianne’s early life, beginning 
with the hard times and WWII 
in Germany, developed in her a 
great love of people. She always 
had the most beautiful smile and 

loved humour and just mak-
ing others happy. Her German 
cuisine was always sought after. 
She loved her Lord and has the 
assurance that one day, soon she 
will see her Saviour coming in 
the clouds at the second coming.

Glynn Slade

Salter, Adelaide Beatrice Salter 
(nee Mannington), born 28.2.1918 
at Rossbridge, Vic; died 6.10.11 
aged 93, at Austin Hospital, Mel-
bourne. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Maxwell Salter. 
She is survived by her daughter, 
Vivienne and her son-in-law, 
Alex Eady (Sydney, NS), her son, 
Roderick and his wife, Lynelle 
(Melbourne, Vic); grandchildren, 
Susan, Nicole and Marc; and 
great-grandchildren, Lachlan, 
Erin, Alistair, Ben, Justin, Tia and 
Elise. Addie was much loved by 
her family, relatives and friends. 
She faithfully served the Lord in 
many capacities including Signs 
Publishing, and in several ca-
pacities at her dearly loved North 
Fitzroy church. Addie’s Christian 
witness, love and kindness were 
a real blessing to all she met and 
knew. We look forward to the 
resurrection morning.

Dennis Hankinson, Iutini Rimoni

Schumann, Jessie Dorothy (nee 
Nicholaisen), born 21.1.1918 
at Mackay, Qld; died 28.1.11 at 
Cooranbong, NSW. On 13.6.1945 
she married Leonard William 
Schumann. He predeceased 
her on 7.2.1989. She is survived 
by her daughters, Jeanette and 
Fay; five grandchildren; and 10 
great-grandchildren. Jess was 
baptised aged 23. She remained 
a faithful Christian all her life and 
believed in the power of prayer. 
Jess will be sadly missed by her 
family. She was laid to rest at 
Avondale Cemetery 4.2.11. She 
was a wonderful friend to many 
and now awaits the coming of 
her Lord.

David Bertelsen

Smart, Neville, born 20.3.1939 at 
Maryborough, Vic; died 22.5.11, 
aged 72, at McPherson Nursing 
Home, Stawell. Neville and Ruth 
were married 50 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Ruth; and 
their three children, Darlene, An-
drew and Darren. Neville worked 
as a pastry cook before moving 
to Geelong where he joined the 
ambulance service. Neville loved 
his Clydesdale horses, country 
music, steel guitar and trips 

to the country music festival. 
Neville was a faithful member his 
entire life. We will meet again 
when Jesus comes.

Benjamin Townson

Tupou, Rai Kairenga Aporo, born 
12.12.1933 in Rarotonga, Cook 
Islands; died 1.9.11 at home in 
Porirua, NZ. In 1959, he married 
Mataputa at Rakahunga, Cook 
Islands. He was predeceased 
by his wife, Mataputa and son, 
Matangaro. He is survived by his 
children, Teremoana (Brisbane), 
Metua and Louisa (Brisbane), 
Tangamaki and Aperahama 
(Melbourne), Aporo and Tevii 
(Porirua), Tanga and Jan (Wel-
lington), Nga (Melbourne), Tuaine 
(Australia), Tokotai and John 
(Porirua); 26 grandchildren and 
16 great-grandchildren. Vou vou 
man was an active member of 
the Avarua SDA in Rarotonga 
for many years before moving 
to Porirua, NZ in 1969 where he 
helped prepare the foundations 
for the Porirua SDA church. Rai 
will be remembered by family 
and friends for his frankness, 
friendship and kind support. He 
now rests waiting the life giving 
call of his blessed Saviour. 

Jake Ormsby

Virtue, Allan Stevon, born 
25.4.1951; died 22.9.11 in 
Kyabram hospital, Vic. Steve 
became an Adventist one month 
before his death. He had a great 
impact in spreading his new 
found love of the Sabbath. He 
is sadly missed at the Echuca 
church. His interests were 
Christian radio and singing. The 
funeraly was conducted at teh 
Church of England hall, Kyabram.

Roger Rich

Watts, Evelyn Marguerite (nee 
Nash), born 9.10.1930; died 
5.10.11 in the Bethesda Rest 
Home, Auckland NZ. She married 
Frank Watts in 1949. She was 
predeceased by her daughter, 
Kerrie Ann. She is survived by 
her children, Jeffrey, Robyn 
Howie, Glenysie and Roger; 12 
grandchildren; eight great-
grandchildren; and her brother, 
Pastor Maurice Nash (Brisbane, 
Qld). Evelyn’s life was devoted to 
her husband, raising their fam-
ily, playing and teaching music, 
flower gardening, and making 
time to visit and help others in 
her church and the community. 
As a member of the Kaitaia, 
Longburn College and Tau-

SUPPORTING MINISTRY
 Country manager—Asian Aid, Bangalore, India. The major 

responsibilities of a country manager would be to oversee our 
partner organisation in India to ensure smooth operation of pro-
jects and the child sponsorship program through administrative, 
financial, HR and programmatic oversight. Experience in manage-
ment and administration are essential and experience working in a 
cross-cultural environment preferred. The position is a 12-month 
contract with possibility of a 12-month extension that includes 
salary, return travel and accommodation allowance. If you are 
interested, please contact Asian Aid at <contact@asianaid.org.au>. 
Applications close December 17, 2011. 
Asian Aid, a ministry, is independent of the Seventh-day Adventist Church organi-
sation but is supportive of the Church.

 Health ministry traineeships—Cedarvale (Fitzroy Falls, NSW) 
is offering an exciting traineeship for those interested in health 
ministry. Become part of our team, learn as you go! Only two 
positions. For more information call (02) 4465 1362 or visit <www.
cedarvaleeducation.com.au>. Applications close January 15, 2011.
Cedarvale, a ministry, is independent of the Seventh-day Adventist Church organi-
sation but is supportive of the Church.

 Male and female house parents (immediate start). Develop, 
implement and supervise activity programs for students aged 
10—17 out of school hours including weekends on a roster basis. 
Supervise students at meal times and associated care in the dor-
mitories. 

 Accountant (immediate start). Qualified accountant to provide 
full accounting services to fulfil various funding agency require-
ments. Provide payroll, account payments and banking functions. 
Karalundi also operates a few business enterprises that require 
financial management. 

 Teachers (2012) primary trained. Plan, develop and implement 
teaching programs across all subject areas for high school aged 
students in a composite year 8-12 class. 
 
Karalundi Aboriginal Education Community Inc is an independent, 
Seventh-day Adventist-affiliated boarding school and community 
catering for Indigenous students from Kindergarten to year 12. It is 
situated 55km north of Meekatharra in central WA. Karalundi is an 
oasis in the desert and includes a swimming pool, staff gymnasium 
and other recreational activities. Salary package includes subsi-
dised on-site housing and utilities with salary sacrifice available. 
Salaries/wages based on the Association of Independent Schools of 
Western Australia Awards. Contact the CEO or principal for further 
information on 08 9981 2000, email: <ceo@karalundi.wa.edu.au> 
or <principal@karalundi.wa.edu.au> or post your CV with three 
work-related references to The CEO, PMB 6, Meekatharra, WA 
6642.
Karalundi Aboriginal Education Community Inc is independent of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church organisation but are supportive of the Church.
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ranga churches, and Bethesda 
Village Fellowship, she served 
as deaconess, organist, pianist, 
treasurer and welfare officer.

Clive Newson

Watts, Frank William, born 
5.7.1921; died 13.10.11 in the 
Bethesda Rest Home, Auckland 
NZ. He was predeceased by his 
daughter, Kerrie Ann and wife, 
Evelyn. He is survived by his 
children, Jeffrey, Robyn Howie, 
Glenysie and Roger; 12 grand-
children; eight great-grandchil-
dren; and siblings, Tom (Kaitaia), 
Louis (Auckland) and Una Judd 
(Cooranbong, NSW). After 
graduating from the ministerial 
course at Avondale College, he 
married Evelyn Nash in Auckland, 
NZ, on 2.2.1949. He assisted with 
rewiring the college buildings 
and later began colporteur work 
in Kalgoorlie and later in Man-
jimup, WA. After moving in 1953 
to Kaitaia, NZ, Frank became an 
accomplished joiner. He served 
his church faithfully as an ama-
teur violinist, deacon, elder and 
lay preacher. During retirement, 
Frank made wooden toys, tricy-
cles, pedal cars and other items, 
rode motorbikes and visited his 
children. His reading aloud and 
storytelling, and supportive love 
for the lives and work of every 
family member, are sadly missed.

Clive Newson

Were, Earlene Lorna 
(nee Mitchell), born 
3.8.23 at Cairns, died 
6.5.11 at Mary Potter 

Hospice, SA after a short illness. 
Her parents were missionaries at 
Mona Mona Mission, Qld. They 
moved to a dairy property in 
Tarzali. Earlene worked in various 
hospitals in NSW and Vic, and at 
the SDA Branson Hospital in 
Canada, but the major part of her 
working life was at the Sydney 
“San” where she retired in 1983. 
Earlene and Wilfred met while 
attending the GC Session in New 

Orleans. They were married on 
16.11.86. She was predeceased 
by her stepchild, Lynton. She is 
survived by her husband; her 
stepchildren, Heather and 
Raelene and their families; sister, 
Dot; and sister-in-law, Lorraine. 
A memorial service was held at 
Prospect International church 
where she was a member for 24 
years, and her husband, Wilfred 
has been attending for 92 years. 
God has blessed us by bringing 
this wonderful Christian woman 
into our lives. 

Will Grobler 

ADVERTISEMENTS

Victoria Point (Bayside Bris-
bane) SDA Church invites inter-
ested Adventists to visit us for 
fellowship and to assist us in our 
innovative outreach projects. We 
are seeking help for community 
and member visitation, small 
groups ministry and instrumental/
vocal music. Contact our clerk, 
Barbara, at (07) 3207 8156 or 
<oharabarb@gmail.com>.

For sale: brand new three- 
bedroom + study + double 
garage home finished + extras 
in a lakeside estate in the rapidly 
expanding south-east growth 
corridor of Melbourne. Close to 
both Heritage College Adventist 
primary and secondary schools, 
Monash University, many other 
private and public schools, and 
Casey Hospital. From $430,000. 
For more information, call Kelvin 
Gough at Safe Super Homes on 
(03) 9702 2595.

Cedarvale health convention, 
February 9-12, 2012. Themes: 
Maximising spiritual and physical 

health; and health evangelism. 
Speakers include Pastor Jim 
Brackett, Weimar/Amazing 
Facts. M.Div., MPH. USA., Dr 
Paul Wood, Cedarvale director 
of Health. Call (02) 4465 1362 or 
email <info@cedarvaleretreat.
com.au>.

Help please. Books required 
by Giant (annual) Book Sale 
and ADRA Opshop (Mitcham). 
non-religious and religious. Any 
subject, any age, any condition. I 
will sort. books you are not likely 
to read again. Deceased estates. 
Country OK. For collection, ring 
Erick (03) 9763 7653 evenings.

Data projectors, screens, 
DVDs, PA systems etc. Lower 
prices for Adventist churches, 
schools etc. Australia only. 
Contact Trish, (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 
3ABN. Complete satellite kit 
$265 + freight; prime signal areas 
in Australia only. Instructions 
for DIY installation. Installers 
available. Phone (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Law firm in Sydney. JYP Legal 
is a law firm run by Adventist 
church member, Jane Park. Areas 
of law include property, wills and 
estates and family law. Please 
call (02) 9267 7171 or email 
<jane@successfulways.com.au>.
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POSITIONS VACANT    For more vacant positions, go to  
<adventistemployment.org.au>

 School bursar—Sydney Adventist College (Sydney, NSW).
Sydney Adventist College is seeking an enthusiastic, dedicated 
and qualified school bursar. This position will be full-time and 
based four days per week at the Strathfield campus and one day 
per week at the Auburn campus. The bursar will be responsible 
for finance, insurance, assets, cleaning, repairs and maintenance 
of buildings, grounds and equipment, motor vehicles and project 
development within the college. The successful candidate will be 
committed to the teachings, values and mission of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. For more information, a full job description, 
or to send your written application (including your CV) please con-
tact Doctor Jean Carter on (02) 9868 6522 or email <jeancarter@
adventist.org.au>. This position will be filled at the discretion of 
the employing body. Applications close on December 12, 2011.

To receive regular email updates go to 
<adventistemployment.org.au>

NOTICE BOARD

Fully escorted tour visiting Ho Chi 
Minh City, Mekong Delta, Dalat, 

Hue, Hoi An, Hanoi and Halong Bay  
Price $3,300 all inclusive package.

Contact SPD TRAVEL SERVICE 
(02) 9847 3202 or 

spdtravel@adventist.org.au

VIETNAM HIGHLIGHTS TOUR  
11—25 MARCH 2012
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begin to sound
NEWRELEASESOUT NOW  ON CD/iTunes

Available in Adventist Book Centers             www.psaltermusic.com

 Vintage Season
Truly an inspired debut album from Vintage Season, their self-titled album is a beautiful 
and sophisticated masterpiece from duo Emily Rex and Jarel Kilgour.

Emily and Jarel met in 2008 and started writing music together. Since then they have 
performed at many church and secular events, making a huge impression wherever they 
play. Emily has a beautiful, soulful voice, accompanied by Jarel’s unique jazz voicings on the 
guitar.

While performing in a popular theatre restaurant, they caught the attention of some of 
Australia’s most in-demand session players who offered to play on their album, including 
the musical director for XFactor, Australia’s Got Talent and Hey Hey It’s Saturday. 

Vintage Season is easily one of the best albums produced by Psalter.

Sohyun Eastham

Virtuoso violinist Dr Sohyun Eastham delivers a timeless album of your favourite hymns. 

Sohyun started playing the violin when she was four years old, and won many national violin 
competitions and government scholarships in her native Korea. She continued her education 
at Newcastle University gaining a doctorate in music. 

Dr Eastham has performed at various major events as a soloist, chamber musician and 
orchestra leader in Auckland, Canberra, Sydney and Melbourne, as well as many other 
places.

Psalter and Sohyun’s desire is that you hear God’s Gentle Whisper. Her album is highly 
recommended for relaxing Sabbath listening.

   Castles In Air
We are excited to be releasing our first international artists! Psalter’s reputation continues to 
grow internationally, as this original band from the United States asked us to help produce 
their album. 

Castles In Air are a four-piece band from southern California that started playing together 
in 2010. With music that speaks of hope, forgiveness and finding deeper meaning in life, 
their debut album takes its title from Psalm 130, which talks about each day being a new 
beginning. The acoustic versions of “Watchmen” and “There is More” have added huge value 
to the upcoming “Beyond” series giving a spiritual and emotional element to the evangelistic 
DVDs.

Watchmen is a 10-song album recorded by the band in California, and mixed and mastered 
by Psalter in Sydney, Australia.


